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In 1975 our founding fathers declared 
this to be SAM’s mission: to promote 
conservation of Maine’s wildlife 

resources and to be an advocate for hunt-
ers, anglers, trappers and gun owners 
throughout the state.” SAM remains as 
committed to that mission as our found-
ers were when they organized over 50 
years ago at the Augusta Armory. We’ve 
been following the SAM journey along a 
timeline of separate achievements and 
challenges as they unfolded. In this final 
chapter of SAM at 50, we highlight the 
milestones viewed through a different 
lens; paths of accomplishments. More 
like a roadmap, this allows us to see the 
big picture of our organization, and how 
it all works together towards not one, 
but many, destinations. Simply put, in 
words that speak to the heart of every 
sportsman Gerry Lavigne stated: “SAM’s 

SAM at 50: Mission Accomplished
by Virginia Thompson and Gerry Lavigne

efforts all focus to provide the best expe-
riences for sportsmen. It’s important to 
ensure we can provide all opportunities 
the resources can bear without overtax-
ing those resources.” This is the essence 
of SAM’s purpose that drives every goal, 
every strategy, and every plan. SAM’s 
pathways include: 

•	 Solvency
•	 Protecting Second Amendment 

Rights
•	 Deer Recovery and Land 

Conservation
•	 Youth Education
•	 Policy Development
•	 SAM News

Solvency
Today SAM’s solvency is rock solid. But 
it wasn’t always so. Through the years 
there had been many ups and downs, 

but the alliance had always persevered. 
The foundation of solvency reflects the 
financial picture, but is interconnected 
with leadership. Following George 
Smith’s 2009 retirement, SAM had tur-
bulent years with leadership changes 
and board turnover. By 2010 SAM was 
unable to meet its financial obligations; 
books were in the red with a $75,000 
shortfall of expenses compared to 
income. It was a dire situation. “SAM was 
circling the bowl”, Matt Dunlap’s words, 
interim executive director, tells it like it 
is. The building mortgage was $650,000, 
and maintenance was bleeding funds. 
Life Membership discounts turned out 
to be a bad decision. Expectations of 
rent-paying tenants had not panned out, 
and memberships were down. When 
David Trahan became executive direc-
tor in October 2011 it seemed like he had 
inherited a sinking ship. But failure was 
not an option. Not on his watch. With 
unbridled enthusiasm that is his trade-
mark, he made decisions and changes 
that put SAM on the right course. SAM’s 
survival depended on it.

For two years Trahan worked part 
time, often without taking pay. All main-
tenance was now done in house, and by 
volunteers. He renegotiated the prop-
erty tax, securing an abatement after a 
realtor’s assessment lowered the state’s 
valuation. Revitalizing the network of 
Fish & Game clubs provided additional 
financial support. He signed on two ten-
ants; the Maine Snowmobile Associa-
tion and Lisa’s Catering. Lisa’s Catering 
is still a tenant. SAM’s Endowment Fund 
was not accessible; it was $180,000, and a 
$250,000 balance was required to access 
funds. It was essential to get the build-
ing mortgage paid off. In 2018 an anon-
ymous donor came forward with a chal-
lenge to provide matching funds to pay 
off the mortgage. Membership and sup-
porters stepped up and made “Burn the 
Mortgage” a reality. In 2021 as the fear of 
Covid gripped the whole world, SAM’s 
activities slowed, but did not stop. The 
Legislature was using Zoom for public 

meetings, essentially cutting out input 
at public hearings. Trahan continued 
working without pay, and staff contin-
ued on a part-time basis.

Today SAM is officially debt free. Our 
organization has grown and made struc-
tural changes. The Endowment Fund 
is now at $650,000 producing $1,500 
income each month. All financial obli-
gations are met each month and SAM’s 
financial footing is the best it’s ever 
been. Solvency isn’t just about money. 
It’s more about what the decision-mak-
ers are doing about the money. 

Protecting the Second Amendment
Every year SAM beats back between 

25 and 30 bills that aim to take away 
our second amendment rights. David 
recalled when he became executive 
director he held the board to a promise: 
“Never ask me to lobby against the sec-
ond amendment.” His passion for this 
fundamental right has never lagged, 
battling against the gun control left who 
are relentless in their legislative efforts. 

David Trahan is flanked by Gerry Lavigne (left) and Bob Noonan at a coyote education seminar 
in 2012.

Jeff Zimba, a staunch defender of our sec-
ond amendment rights consulted for SAM 
on this issue.
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The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine (SAM) is a 
non-profit corporation founded in 1975 to promote 
conservation of Maine’s wildlife resources and to 
be an advocate for hunters, anglers, trappers and 
gun owners throughout the state.
SAM News is a publication of the Sportsman’s 
Alliance of Maine. It is published 4 times per year.
All editorial and advertising inquiries should be 
directed to the address or email listed above.
DISCLAIMER  The articles and columns printed 
in the SAM News reflect the opinions of the 
writers, not SAM, unless specifically stated.

THE FOUNDERS OF S.A.M.

In the fall of 1975, CBS News ran a one hour TV 
show entitled, “The Guns of Autumn”. It was an 
openly blatant attack on hunting traditions and 
guns in general. Ed Armstrong of Hampden watched 
that show and was incensed by its content. The 
next morning Ed called Bud Leavitt, sports editor 
of the Bangor Daily News and told him that Maine 
needed a statewide active organization to protect 
hunting and gun owners’ rights. Bud gave him the 
telephone number of “Doc” Garcelon, an Augusta 
dentist who was then on the Board of Directors 
of the National Rifle Association (NRA). Ed called 
Doc, and they met the following week with the fol-
lowing individuals who, over the course of several 
months, formed the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine. 
The rest is history!

Ed Armstrong - Hampden
Maynard Connors - Franklin

Oscar Cronk - Wiscasset
“Doc” Garcelon - Augusta
“Mac” Herrick - Blue Hill
Tieche Shelton - Augusta

Harry Vanderweide - Augusta

Executive Director’s 
Report
by David Trahan
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ADVERTISERS
The SAM News offers both 
full color and B&W ads at 
affordable rates. 

Contact our office to request 
ad sizes, rates, and submis-
sion deadlines, or to sched-
ule a consultation with a 
graphic designer.

207-623-4589
office@samofmaine.org 

NOTICE
Due to the increasing costs of mailings, 
donation receipt letters will be emailed 
unless members request a copy to be 
mailed. Call 207-623-4589 or Email 
member@samofmaine.org to request a 
copy of your receipt by mail or to update 
your email address.

As you read through the SAM-ILA 
grades and endorsements, you will 
notice a glaring absence of Democrats 
seeking an endorsement or grade. Only 
one Democrat, Senator Craig Hick-
man-D Winthrop received the SAM-
ILA endorsement. He is the last of a 
disappearing breed of candidates who 
will not compromise his principles for 
political expediency. Sen. Hickman is 
termed out, which means the traditional 
“Blue Dog Maine Democrat” will soon 
be extinct. One might ask, how did this 
happen? Maine is still rural; we hunt 
and like our firearm rights. The answer: 
Michael Bloomberg designed it to hap-
pen this way.

In April 2013, following the defeat 
of Congressional legislation to expand 
background checks, billionaire, and 
former New York City Mayor, Michael 
Bloomberg in a fit of anger, created the 
ultimate doomsday formula for all lib-
eral billionaires to follow. He proclaimed 
that, he would “target” the four Demo-
crats who voted against the legislation. 
Bloomberg and his surrogate funding 
organizations sent hundreds of letters 
to Democrat donors imploring them to 
withhold funds. They complied. And the 
message was clear: “You want money to 
run for office? Pledge your allegiance 
and kiss the ring.” Worse, they knew they 
could defeat these pro-gun “Blue Dog 
Democrats” in a primary. Far fewer vot-
ers, single minded liberals unimpeded 
by Republicans and unenrolled where 
their millions could punish anyone who 
resisted. That is exactly what happened.

Other issues followed suit. Planned 
Parenthood received money from 

Our State Elections are Finally Dead – They Are Now Run by a 
Handful of Wealthy Individuals – Former Second Amendment 
Supporter Troy Jackson Is Cashing In.

Michael Bloomberg ($11 million), War-
ren Buffet ($300 million), and MacKen-
zie Scott ($275 million). In less than a 
decade, Planned Parenthood wiped out 
most pro-life Democrats. Leftist, pro-
open-border immigration policy was 
successfully funded by George Soros 
($500 million), along with Bill Gates, 
Warren Buffet, and Sheldon Adelson. 
And the list of progressive billionaires 
with special agendas rolls on.

Fast forward to the miraculous trans-
formation and lurch to the left of former 
state Senator, Troy Jackson, from the tiny 
northern Maine town of Allagash (pop-
ulation 237). The once staunch pro-life, 
antiabortion, pro-second amendment 
champion activist, anti-foreign labor 
lawmaker is now the Democrat oppo-
nent selected by Democrat Party elites 
to unseat Susan Collins. Jackson made 
a calculated decision to sell out all of 
his principles in exchange for financial 
support from the far-left followers of 
disgraced candidate, Graham Platner. 
Now you know why: There is no room in 

Senator Craig Hickman - D Winthrop

the supposed “big tent” for any elected 
Democrat to disagree with the leftist Oli-
garchs and billionaires who now control 
Maine’s elections.  Ironically, Troy Jack-
son is running on the platform of fight-
ing these same Oligarchs and billion-
aires — all while abandoning his former 
principles to cash in on their money.

AND OTHER OUTDOOR 
SPORTING EQUIPMENT 

To arrange pick-up or delivery 
call 207-623-4589 or email 

office@samofmaine.org 
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SAM at 50

continued from page 1

It takes extraordinary time, money and 
staff to successfully defend against the 
efforts of the gun control lobby which 
outspends SAM to wage their war on our 
rights. Each week during the legislative 
session, Trahan devotes hours and days 
researching and preparing testimony 
for hearings. He is the ever-present face 
of SAM in the halls of Augusta convers-
ing with legislators, policy advisors and 
staffers, sought out by the governor’s 
office for consultation, unpacking the 
surface language of the bills and deter-
mining what are the consequences, why 
it will or won’t work. Early on, life mem-

ber Jeff Zimba had been SAM’s Firearms 
Policy Consultant, assisting in provid-
ing testimony on firearm bills, speaking 
and writing about the important work of 
defending this right. 

Much legislation was enacted during 
this timeframe. In 2013 the Concealed 
Carry Loophole was Closed when SAM 
members led a stunning victory in pass-
ing LD 345 An Act to Ensure Confiden-
tiality of Concealed Weapons Permit 
Holders Information. After the Sandy 
Hook School Shooting, a New York 
News outlet requested and received 
names/addresses of Concealed Carry 
permit holders through the Freedom of 
Information Act. BDN also requested 
this info, but SAM and organizations 
throughout Maine rallied on behalf of 
public safety and personal defense.

The 2016 Miracle on Question 3: SAM 

defeats a referendum act to require 
background checks for private gun sales 
through phenomenal efforts by SAM 
and supporters. It was a battle against 
dark money and fraudulent signature 
gathering, won because the passion and 
drive of our side prevailed against all 
odds. Reform was necessary and SAM 
acted swiftly in proposing LD 742 in 
2017, an amendment to Maine’s consti-
tution requiring signatures on petitions 
to come from both of Maine’s two con-
gressional districts, instead of the urban 
areas. “Give the citizen’s initiative back 
to Maine people.” said Trahan. Although 
LD 742 didn’t pass, several other 
SAM-proposed referendum reforms did. 

In 2017, SAM introduced LD 1228 Act 
to prohibit the Creation of a Firearm 
Owner Registry. Now law, it was critical 
to enact this legislation as a registry was 
considered the “holy grail” as a stepping 
stone to further gun-control activities.     

  In 2019 Maine’s Red Flag law was 
defeated, replaced by SAM’s 2018 Yellow 
Flag Law LD 1811 An Act to Enhance Per-
sonal and Public Safety by Evaluations 
of and Judicial hearings for Persons in 
Protective Custody Regarding Risk of 
Harm and Restricting Access to Dan-
gerous Weapons. Gov. Mills had sought 
Trahan’s help to work out an alternative 
solution to address gun control advo-
cates’ Red Flag law. SAM had developed 
a good working relationship with Gov. 
Mills, enabling them to work together to 
defend our firearms community. Yellow 
Flag LD 1811 provided strong interven-
tions for mental health patients while 
preserving individual liberties. LD 1811 
had received bi-partisan support in the 
Legislature enabling its passage into 
law.

The tragic shootings in Lewiston 
during October 2023 re-ignited aggres-
sive gun control activity, resulting in 
citizen’s Referendum Question 2, a sepa-
rate “Red Flag” statute, promoted by the 
national gun control groups. This ini-

tiative passed during the 2025 election. 
This Red Flag statute does not replace 
or nullify the Yellow Flag law (LD 1811) 
created by SAM. Instead, Red Flag rep-
resents a separate path for effecting 
firearms confiscation from individuals 
perceived to be dangerous to themselves 
or others. Reckless and potentially dev-
astating, this new Red Flag law was a 
setback for Maine and SAM. Lack of 
support from national gun rights orga-
nizations, difficulty raising campaign 
funds to fight Question 2, and a slanted 
and misleading wording on the ballot 
by Secretary of State Shenna Bellows on 
the ballot question led to that outcome. 
Referendum Question 2 was opposed by 
police organizations as a safety threat, 
yet voters ignored this guidance from 
law enforcement. 

In 2024, SAM was unsuccessful 
opposing a proposed bill for a 72-hour 
waiting period to purchase a firearm. 
SAM continues to fights this, and has 
filed a lawsuit at the US Supreme Court, 
with the National Shooting Sports Foun-
dation and Gun Owners of Maine as 
partners.

Deer Recovery and Land 
Conservation 
As stewards of the land, SAM’s mission 
is to protect this precious resource, the 
foundation upon which everything 
rests. Conservation is always a tenuous 
balance between the interests of eco-
nomic development and the responsi-
bility to protect our wild spaces for rec-
reation and to ensure suitable habitat for 
the wildlife we enjoy. SAM drafts legis-
lation to put programs and funding in 
place, and has an active role in shaping 
policy in forestry, waterways and shore-
lines, fisheries and hatcheries, land use, 
and all wildlife.

Created by SAM in 1987, the Land for 
Maine’s Future (LMF) fund is Maine’s 
premier program to conserve land for 
natural, recreational and cultural val-

HOT OFF THE PRESS!       $24.95
The Deer Hunter’s Digest

From the vast 30-year
archives of the

Northwoods Sporting 
Journal, more than 100 of 

the most memorable
articles, hunting tips and 

tales 
a priceless collection!

This is the deer hunter’s treasure trove,
370 pages and photos. No other books
like it.
                                -V.Paul Reynolds 
 

Limited Anniversary Edition

Send a check for $24.95, plus $6.00 for postage, along with this ad to
Maine Outdoor Publications, 51 Branchview N., Ellsworth, ME  04605
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ues, supported in part by the Maine 
Heritage Fund lottery, George Smith’s 
invention. To date 640,000 acres have 
been protected in all 16 Maine counties. 

Deer populations in the northern 
half of Maine have been declining for 
decades, which resulted in a major loss 
of hunting opportunity and associated 
economic activity in the area. SAM has 
long made deer recovery a priority. In 
1993, George Smith convened a board 
meeting with then DIFW deer biologist 
Gerry Lavigne to explore strategies for 
improving deer survival. Deer recov-
ery was also a frequent topic at SAM’s 
annual Sportsman’s Congress as well as 
on SAM’s popular TV show Wildfire.

When Gerry Lavigne, now retired 
from DIFW, joined SAM initially as a vol-
unteer consultant in late 2006, SAM con-
vened a Deer Task Force led by Lavigne 
to explore solutions to the deer problem 
in northern Maine. Loss of quality deer 
wintering habitat and predation by coy-
otes and black bears became the focus of 
deer recovery efforts.

For the remainder of his tenure as 
executive director, Smith and Lavigne 
met at least once annually with DIFW 
to discuss progress on deer wintering 
area (DWA) protection. During one such 
meeting, Lavigne suggested DIFW pur-
chasing DWAs outright and managing 
them directly, rather than relying solely 
on other landowners and land use regu-
lations. DIFW rejected the idea outright 
as being unaffordable.

When he became executive direc-
tor in 2011, David Trahan embraced 
deer recovery wholeheartedly, and he 
applied his organizational and political 
skills to arrive at solutions. Over time, 
SAM-sponsored legislation amended 
the LMF program to prioritize acqui-
sition of deer wintering areas, when 
selecting candidate parcels for LMF 
purchases. 

Trahan also led SAM legislation that 
created additional dedicated revenue for 
DWA purchases. When DIFW revamped 
its doe permit system (with SAM’s 
prompting), new legislation directed 
the Department to set aside antlerless 
permit revenue solely for purchase and 
management of DWAs. This revenue is 
eligible to be matched 3:1 by federal Pitt-
man-Robertson funds.

More recently, Trahan sponsored 
SAM legislation that captured a por-
tion of the interest accrued from DIFW 
and other state revenue streams to add 
to DIFW’s DWA purchase and manage-
ment program. With these three sources 
of revenue (LMF, antlerless permits, and 
interest accounts) DIFW’s deer winter-
ing area purchase and management pro-
gram is finally affordable. 

SAM has also partnered with the 
Aroostook County Conservation Asso-
ciation (ACCA)on the deer wintering 
area purchase initiative. The ACCA has 

been instrumental in finding candidate 
DWAs for DIFW purchase. ACCA has 
also donated funds for this program.

In the northern half of Maine, preda-
tion losses are THE major impediment 
to deer recovery. Even in well-managed 
deer wintering habitat, deer manag-
ers must also reduce losses to coyotes. 
Excessive predation on newborn fawns, 
primarily by black bears and coyotes can 
prevent deer recovery even where winter 
losses are not prevalent. SAM gets this!

In 2003, DIFW abandoned its highly 
successful coyote snaring program when 
threatened with a lawsuit over lynx pro-
tection. For the next several years, the 
Department’s legislatively-mandated 
coyote control program was feckless, at 
best. In 2009, SAM-sponsored legislation 
forced DIFW to revamp its coyote preda-
tion management efforts. The Depart-
ment did so by adopting most elements 
of a control model written by Gerry Lavi-
gne for SAM. In essence, DIFW hires 
control agents to remove coyotes by 
trapping and hunting within 50 or so key 
deer wintering areas during late fall and 
winter annually. This Department effort 
continues to this day in northern Maine.

SAM also realized that DIFW cannot 
do it all when reducing deer losses to 
predation. Hunters need to get involved. 
Accordingly, SAM embarked on a cam-
paign to promote coyote hunting as a 
means to improve deer survival. We 
conducted seminars to increase hunter 
knowledge about coyote hunting tac-
tics at SAM events, sportsman’s shows 
and Fish & Game clubs. Lavigne pro-
duce a DVD to develop interest in coyote 
hunting. He also has written scores of 
articles as a regular feature of the SAM 
News. In 2016, SAM published a coyote 
hunting and trapping primer written by 
Gerry Lavigne and Bob Noonan, then 
publisher of the Trapper’s Post maga-
zine. Lavigne and Trahan also appeared 
frequently on WVOM’s Maine Outdoors 
radio program to promote coyote hunt-
ing. SAM supports well-run coyote con-
tests such as those sponsored by the 
ACCA and the Penobscot County Con-
servation Association.

During recent legislative sessions, 
SAM’s testimony and lobbying efforts 
have prevented curtailment of Maine’s 
coyote hunting season, proposed bans 
on the use of dogs to hunt coyotes, and 
a proposed ban on coyote contests. The 
antis have been active in the Legislature 
of late.

Youth Education
SAM’s programs for our young sports-
men and sportswomen are one of the 
most enjoyable aspects of the mission 
our alliance set forth. Educating our next 
generation. Keeping our heritage tradi-
tions alive and well. It is pure joy teach-
ing a boy or girl (at any age) how to cast 
a line or harvest a deer. But many inter-

ested kids or adults lack the resources 
for learning these skills. To address this, 
in 2015 the first SAM Youth Education 
Center was created when Trahan trans-
formed the headquarters basement into 
a fully outfitted firearms training and 
conservation education center. It was 
the forerunner to a much larger vision, 
which grew with leaps and bounds when 
SAM received 44 acres along Route 3 in 
Augusta, donated by the Paine/Doherty 
families. Mixed forest, fields and marsh 
opened up endless possibilities. Addi-
tional parcels were added in 2019, 2021, 
2022 now totaling 150 acres. Construc-
tion crews and hard-working volunteers 
have built 2 trout ponds, fully restored a 
barn, constructed a large pole barn serv-
ing as education/meeting space, shoot-
ing range, over 3 miles hiking trails, and 
a gazebo Welcome Center. DIFW’s trap-
ping and other programs are held at this 
center, and the facilities are enjoyed by 
several organizations for their outdoor 
programs. The center is truly SAM’s 
crown jewel, the fulfillment of a vision 
and personal mission Trahan created 
many years ago which was the goal to 
introduce more young people into hunt-
ing and fishing.

Policy Development 
Since 1975, SAM’s legislative activity has 
been instrumental in developing poli-
cies that have shaped the face of Maine. 
In the areas of sportsman’s rights and 
laws, land conservation and 2nd amend-
ment defense, drafting policy is how our 
organization responds to questions/
proposals/initiatives that others bring 
before us. Policy is the overarching goal, 
plan or vision. When that goal requires 
binding rules or funding to work, law-
makers draft and pass legislation to for-
malize and enforce the policy. Success 
comes through “building relationships 
with legislators, the Governor, staffers 
which enable a bridge of trust that allows 
our organization to be successful. More 
importantly, it builds public policy that 
is good for our community and all Maine 
people.” – David Trahan, SAM News 
July/Aug 2019. SAM’s policy response is 
guided by our mission statement, the 
North American Conservation Model, 
The US Constitution, member input, and 
ethics. The same guidelines apply to pro-
posed legislation. In laymen’s terms the 
process starts when leaders:

1.	 �Identify a problem or a public 
need.

2.	 �Design a strategy or course of 
action; the policy plan.

3.	 �Write a bill to make that plan 
official and legal.

The rules: a passed law sets strict legal 
boundaries.

The shift: agencies and future leaders 
must change their internal goals to fit 
the new legal limits.

The feedback: existing laws can force 

officials to create new policies to comply 
with the legislation.

SAM is involved with all aspects of 
this process, which can be lengthy. Areas 
of interest to sportsmen are access, sus-
tainable harvests, habitat needs of wild-
life, equitable use of allowable harvest, 
environmental quality etc. For example: 
SAM’s policy on Quimby’s Nat. Park pro-
posal, DIFW’s deer feeding policy (we 
successfully fought them on this), DIFW 
proposals to reallocate moose permits, 
the CMP corridor, proposed mega solar 
farms, proposed changes in designation 
of heritage brook trout waters, Bureau 
of Public Lands proposal to heavily log 
mature spruce/fir stands in the DWAs 
they manage.

SAM News
Happy 50th birthday SAM News! First 

mailed out Feb. 1976, this newsletter 
which founder Doc Garcelon had prom-
ised to membership, has been the loud 
and clear voice of SAM’s mission and 
goals. Beyond the borders of Maine, SAM 
News has traveled across the US, Can-
ada and into Europe, where sportsmen 
have experienced similar challenges, 
and actually sent letters to SAM which 
were published in past issues. In 2009 as 
George Smith departed, the entire SAM 
News production team went with him. 
For a time, the newsletter was published 
as an insert in the Bangor Daily News. It 
was a temporary solution; a re-invented 
SAM News went into production after 
Trahan, Lavigne and Noonan designed 
and produced the SAM News from the 
ground up. We salute all writers past and 
present whose time and talent gave voice 
to countless articles over 50 years. We’ve 
gained valuable instruction, learned 
what ‘Mayday’ legislation is looming 
and examined the policies and politics 
that ultimately affect the wildlife we 
cherish. Your adventure stories? Keep 
’em coming!

Unstoppable SAM
It began with an angry protest by sports-
men on a hot night in August 1975. It 
hasn’t ended. I’m writing the last chap-
ter of SAM at 50 on a hot night in August 
2026, feeling kinship with that raucous 
rabble. Gratitude to the 400 that gath-
ered at the Armory. Indebted to those 
who stand up and fight for the rights we 
believe in. Every era has its heroes. SAM 
has had many. Today we have one of 
SAM’s strongest fighters: the logger and 
politician who said yes to the job back 
in 2011. Through creating strong com-
munity and partnerships, Trahan’s pas-
sion drives action. Setbacks don’t derail 
David. He finds a way. That’s SAM’s 
‘secret sauce’ to succeeding in our mis-
sion. It’s all about the future; securing 
our heritage traditions for the next gen-
erations. It’s a big job. But SAM will get 
it done.  ●

We are offering another great membership discount.... For ONLY $20.00 you can subscribe to the Northwoods Sporting Journal (12 issues)
a savings of $10.00 you must use this entire ad to receive this discount.

Please fill out the form below and mail to Northwoods Sporting Journal P.O. Box 195 West Enfield, ME  04492
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Exclusive Life  
Member Raffles 

In 2026, becoming a Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine Life Member means joining a  
51 year legacy of supporting conservation of Maine’s outdoor heritage.  

 

To honor the lifelong commitment of both new and existing Life Members, SAM is proud 
to offer two exclusive Life Member drawings as a special thank you to those who stand 
with Maine’s sporting traditions forever. 

TWO WAYS TO BECOME A SAM LIFE MEMBER 
 

 CALL 207-623-4589  

 VISIT US AT: SAMOFMAINE.ORG/MEMBERSHIPS 

MONTHLY PAYMENT PLANS STARTING AS LOW AS $20 A MONTH 

Sam Seed Stories
Got a food plot planted with SAM’s Wildlife Seed Mix? Got some cool 
pics of deer or other wildlife using your plot? Harvest a deer or turkey on 
your plot? Drop us a line and let us know how it’s working out for you.

Send your story and 
pics to SAM News 
Coordinator Gerry 
Lavigne by email: 
dunlatrfarm@gmail.com.
If we publish your story, 
you’ll receive 10% off 
your next purchase of 
SAM’s Wildlife Seed Mix.

Field Notes from  
the Biologist
by Gerry Lavigne

It was 10:30 am on the 5th of June and 
I was sitting at the kitchen table. I hap-
pened to glance out the window along 
a row of apple trees near the barn when 
I saw movement. It was a moose, only 
20 yards behind the barn! I rushed (a 
relative term for a 75-year-old with bad 
knees) upstairs to get a better view from 
my office window.

I caught sight of the moose ambling 
through my 3-acre field. She was not 
feeding, nor was she moving purpose-
fully. She seemed uneasy as she angled 
across toward my coyote bait in the 
northeast corner of the field. Wanting 
to get a closer look, I left the house and 
made my way to the field edge behind 
the barn. The young moose was still in 
the field, wander-
ing slowly along 
the edge of the 
woods. Twice, she 
started to enter the 
woods, only to back 
out and continue 
to walk along the 
field edge. All this 
time, she seemed 
to be unable to 
decide where to 
go. Strange behav-
ior. Eventually, she 
reached the entrance of my tote road. 
Hesitating briefly, she slipped from view 
into my woodlot.

My property abuts thousands of acres 
of timber company land in the Unorga-
nized Territories, so moose sightings are 
not rare. But she was definitely acting 
off somehow. While near my bait, she 
posed for a picture. This moose was a 
yearling cow — last year’s calf. This inci-
dent brought to mind another strange 
encounter with a yearling cow moose a 
half century earlier.

I was a lean and fit 20-something, 
newly hired as DIFW’s deer research and 
management biologist. In the 70’s, long 

Lonely and Confused
before the internet era, DIFW biologists 
actually did field work. When this moose 
encounter occurred, I was doing a deer 
population survey in the vicinity of the 
Dead River in Maine’s Western Moun-
tain region, some 20+ miles from any 
human habitation. This area had been 
the research site for my Master’s degree 
at UMO.

There is a technique to estimate deer 
populations involving sampling the 
number of pellet groups (deer poop) over 
a large area. Sounds weird, but it works! 
Starting at a randomly-chosen location 
on a logging road, I walked in a half mile 
along a compass bearing, turned 90 
degrees and walked another half mile, 
then turned 90 degrees again back to the 

road (hopefully). At 
specified intervals 
along this transect, 
I recorded pellet 
groups in a 3-foot 
circle and moved 
on. All along, 
I recorded any 
remains of dead 
deer that I can see 
on each side of me.

These surveys 
were conducted on 
study areas encom-

passing about 100 square miles. We did 
them in spring just after snowmelt and 
before the woods “green up.” During the 
course of a survey, I had typically cruised 
over 50 miles through woods, swamps 
and cuttings. In the 1970s, I surveyed 
the Dead River area and another site 
in Waldo County each year. Definitely 
young man’s work. Over the course of 
my career at DIFW, I had conducted 
one or two of these population/mortal-
ity surveys annually from my grad stu-
dent days in 1973 to near retirement in 
2005. (Perhaps that’s why my knees are 
wrecked today!)

OK back to the moose. In late May 

1977, I was in the midst of doing this sur-
vey on the slopes of Basin Mtn. in Pierce 
Pond TWP. I was about a quarter mile 
in from the logging road, cruising along 
in mature hardwoods counting deer 
poops when I heard a moose bleating 
behind me. I stopped as she approached 
plaintively bleating: bah, bah, bah. She 
walked to within 10 feet of me, occa-
sionally bleating. She was small and 
she seemed gangly and thin. But then 
all moose look this way when shedding 
their winter coat. I took her to be a year-
ling and I wondered at the time if the 
adult cow was nearby. I’d been run up 
a tree by a protective cow moose in this 
area a few years prior to this encounter. 
But no adult moose appeared this time. 
I continued along my compass bearing, 
and for a few hundred yards, this little 
cow tagged along, occasionally bleating. 
Eventually, we parted ways. 

What could have prompted this odd 
behavior? Was she orphaned, spend-
ing the winter without other moose 
around? Mind you, this was 3 years 
before Maine’s first moose hunting sea-
son. Also, it is possible this youngster 
had never seen a human before, since 
we were more than 20 miles from any 
human residences. Maybe she didn’t 
know enough to fear people. But why the 
bleating and uneasy behavior? I thought 
of brainworm, the deer parasite that is 
often fatal in moose. But I’d seen brain-
worm sick moose before and since, and 
the symptoms just didn’t fit. At the time, 
I chalked it up to an anomaly. But now, 

This yearling cow moose wandered aimlessly around my farm in late May, 2026. She probably 
was recently separated from her mother, as the adult cow prepared to birth its next set of 
calves.

I think this incident and the one at my 
home last May have a logical biological 
explanation.

These youngsters could have been 
exhibiting some sort of separation anx-
iety. Since birth, moose calves spend 
every moment under the guidance and 
protection of their mother. They learn 
to be moose from her: where to go, what 
to eat, where to find water, how to avoid 
danger, everything. Now, just as they 
turn a year old, the cow moose drives 
them off just prior to birthing the next 
set of calves in late May or early June. The 
mother does this to devote full care and 
attention to the survival of her newborn 
offspring. Forced to live by its own wits 
for the first time, it is understandable 
if these yearlings seem a bit lonely and 
confused. Fortunately for them, yearling 
cow moose often are able to reunite with 
their mother after a month or so of iso-
lation. Yearling bulls, however are more 
likely to wander and sometimes associ-
ate with other bulls.

This separation phase poses some 
risks for yearling moose. In wolf coun-
try, unwary yearlings may be vulnera-
ble to predation, until they develop tac-
tics to avoid attacks. In people country, 
wandering yearlings are at greater risk 
of collisions with vehicles. Also, during 
June and early July a yearling bull or two 
always seems to make the evening news 
as they wander into downtown Bangor, 
and other Maine cities.

Fortunately for us all, yearling moose 
eventually “get over it.”  ●

[M]oose calves spend every 
moment under the guidance and 
protection of their mother. They 
learn to be moose from her: 
where to go, what to eat, where to 
find water, how to avoid danger, 
everything.
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Calendar of Events
October

3 Long Gong Rifle Match at 
SCARBOROUGH FISH & GAME ASSOC. 
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. $20 using .22lr rifles 
only at 300 yards. For more info visit: 
www.scarfg.org  

4–11 Fryeburg Fair in Fryeburg. Come 
see us at the SAM Booth. Stop by, say 
hello, and check out our merchandise, 
memberships, and raffles! 

10 Hunter Safety Class at 
SCARBOROUGH FISH & GAME ASSOC. 
6 p.m. to 9 p.m. and 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
For more info visit: www.scarfg.org  

10–11 NRA Registered 3 x 600 
Downeast Challenge at SCARBOROUGH 
FISH & GAME ASSOC. Two-day F-Class 
rifle match. For more info visit: www.
scarfg.org  

17 Annual Hunter’s Rifle Sight-In 
Day at SCARBOROUGH FISH & GAME 
ASSOC.  from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  We will 
help you get your rifle sighted in and 
ready for the hunt. For more info visit: 
www.scarfg.org  

24 Open Rifle Shoot 600 yards at 
SCARBOROUGH FISH & GAME ASSOC. 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. $20. For more 
info visit: www.scarfg.org  

24 Youth Day Hunter’s Breakfast at 
MONTICELLO FISH & GAME CLUB. From 
5:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. The cost is $10.

November 

15 Trapshooting Annual Turkey 
Shoot at SCARBOROUGH FISH & 
GAME ASSOC. All day event. Bring 
your shotgun, win a turkey and enjoy 
camaraderie and free lunch.  Rain date 
is 11/22. For more info visit: www.
scarfg.org  

[P]ease look out for the folks 
around you, your family, friends, 
the neighbor’s kid, and even folks 
you don’t know, and if you see 
something that your gut instinct 
tells you is risky, step in and say 
something.

Recreational Safety  
at DIFW
by Ron Fournier,  
DIFW Recreational Safety Supervisor

With summer nearly in the rear-view 
mirror, it’s hard to believe that we’ll 
be in full swing with fall hunting sea-
sons so soon. Each year seems to fly by 
quicker than the last. This summer has 
been exceptionally busy with program-
ming, and we’ve introduced several new 
opportunities that were well attended. A 
new partnership with the National Wild 
Turkey Federation resulted in a program 
called J.A.K.E.S, which stands for Juniors 
Acquiring Knowledge, Ethics, and Skills. 
We had 80 folks join us for a full slate of 
hunting focused topics, boater educa-
tion, trapping, archery, and angling 
and the smiles and feedback were out-
standing. Young and old enjoyed learn-
ing new skills and we focused on path-
ways for new hunters to get started in 
hunting and highlighted the additional 
youth hunting as new opportunities. I 
anticipate that this will be an annual 
program offered and the goal is to host 
this in various parts of the state. We 
also offered sev-
eral new Next Steps 
programs specific 
to bear hunting 
and bear trapping. 
These 4-hour ses-
sions covered every 
aspect of getting 
started, including 
tactics and tech-
niques, as well as 
safety, tree stand 
use, ethics, and 
understanding of 
this important species and Maine’s con-
servation efforts around black bears. 

Camp Northwoods was another large 
program that takes place at the Univer-
sity of Maine 4-H Camp and Learning 
Center at Bryant Pond. This was the 
11th year of Camp Northwoods, and it 
continues to be the highlight of the year 
for many. Department personnel from 
Maine Wardens, Wildlife and Fisheries, 
Information and Education, including 
Recreational Safety all contributed to 
the program alongside the talented staff 
at Bryant Pond. This unique program 
is packed full of outdoors skills, safety 
lessons, conservation education, and 
fun! One hundred youth ages 10-14 par-
ticipate each year, earning their hunter 
education and ATV safety certification 
while there. I want to thank all involved 
in making this camp so successful and 
a special thank you to the team at Bry-
ant Pond 4-H for the strong partnership 
that stems over the past 11 years with the 
program. 

Lost Your Certification? Each year, 
as the various seasons approach, we 
start to see an increase in inquiries from 
folks looking for their hunter safety cer-
tificate or their numbers. It spikes just 
prior to antlerless deer permit applica-
tions, and moose permits being issued, 
as well as from folks traveling to other 
states. Whether you took hunter edu-
cation, bowhunter safety, trapper edu-
cation, boater education, or ATV safety, 
if you lost your card, or took the course 
but never got started, do not be discour-

Too Many Mishaps
aged- we are here to help! Simply email 
jaime.berard@maine.gov, or Ronald.
fournier@maine.gov and provide your 
full name and date of birth and we will 
reissue your card or provide you with 
your certification numbers.

Take a course, but never got started? 
Give us a shout and we’ll get you back 
on track. We have Next Steps workshops 
available, and you are always welcome 
to sit in on a course as a refresher as 
well. Don’t let life get in the way of get-
ting outdoors, enjoying Maine’s woods 
and waters, whether it’s in a boat, on 
an ATV, or with a bow or firearms in 
tow. We are here to serve you. Traveling 
out of state? You very likely will need a 
copy of your hunter safety or bowhunter 
safety card with you. Plan now and avoid 
the last-minute panic on your next trip 
abroad.

Recent Concerns: Despite all the 
great work our volunteers and staff are 
doing to provide safety course instruc-

tion and enrich-
ment programs, as 
well as our online 
resources, I feel I 
need to address 
this spring/ sum-
mer and a growing 
list of concerns. 
First, I’d like to 
take a moment to 
acknowledge the 
folks that we’ve lost 
this season while 
they were partic-

ipating in activities in the woods, on 
the trails, and on the water. Every sin-
gle accident and fatality is of great loss. 
Not only do we lose that person, but the 
family, friends, and coworkers that lose 
a loved one are left with that hole in their 
lives. Our unit is focused on safety, guid-
ance, best practices, and creating a cul-
ture of safe and responsible enjoyment 
of the outdoors. Many of the outdoors 
activities that we all love and enjoy par-
ticipating in also have risks and those 
risks changes frequently. Sometimes 
the variables are due to weather, terrain, 
operation, or others, but there are things 
that are in our control and ways that we 
can reduce risk.

We have recently had several fatal-
ities on ATV’s and UTV’s and each is 
devastating. This past weekend we lost 
a 15-year-old and a 20-year-old, and ear-
lier in the year we had four other fatal-
ities ranging in ages from 40-75 years 
old. Just this morning we had another 
young rider struck by a motor vehicle 
while crossing a road. This is something 
that we take very seriously and while 
we see an increasing use of ATV’s and 
UTV’s and other offroad vehicles, we 
must continue to educate and inform. 
One of the common factors in serious 
accidents resulting in injury or death 
continues to be excessive speed for the 
conditions, failure to wear an appropri-
ate helmet, and in the instance of UTV’s 
or side-by-sides, wearing a safety belt or 
harness system. Many of the vehicles in 
this class have doors or safety netting, 

but without the use of seatbelts, opera-
tors are frequently ejected or partially 
ejected, resulting in a rollover/crush-
ing injury. It’s devastating and seem-
ingly more common. When folks think 
of excessive speed they typically think 
of high speed, but it can be as simple as 
driving just a bit too fast to negotiate a 
turn, a wayward rock or obstruction that 
presents itself, a washed-out culvert, or 
a stopped vehicle just around the corner. 
UTV’s also increase the risk due to mul-
tiple passengers, adding to the complex-
ity and potential risk.

One thing that can help to reduce risk 
is to simply speak up; if you see some-
one getting ready to ride, regardless of 
age, encourage them to always wear 
their helmet and buckle up every time 
in a UTV. It’s hard sometimes for folks 
to speak up, but it can and will help to 
save lives. Driving with a friend or fam-
ily member and feel like you’re going too 
fast? Speak up! It’s easy to say but can be 
hard to do as it can be seen as “uncool” 
especially for our younger folks, but it’s 
important. When we convince ourselves 
“it won’t happen to me…” we are headed 
down the wrong path. We’ve all made 
mistakes along the way and maybe did 
not heed the safety warnings each time, 
but it’s important that we don’t take our 
future for granted. Too many people 
want YOU to enjoy the ride and return 
home safely. 

We have also seen a high number of 
land-owner-related complaints from 
folks that have graciously allowed rid-
ing on their land, which unfortunately is 
resulting in even more of an uphill battle 
to gain access. We discuss this at length 
in our courses about respecting land-
owners as well as the trails maintained 
by all of the dedicated clubs in the state, 
yet it’s disheartening to see increased 
abuse, disrespect, and complete disre-
gard for private landowners in various 
areas. One person can make a positive 
impact, or a very negative impact. This 
is another area where some self-policing 
can really be effective. This concern will 
continue to be addressed, but to be hon-
est, I’m not sure what it’s going to take to 
get to the folks that need to hear this. I 
want to thank the private landowners 
who continue to provide access and 
opportunity to people and understand-
ing that a few bad apples shouldn’t spoil 
it for all. I’m one of those landowners, 
and luckily, I’ve had more good expe-

riences than bad so far — and my land 
remains unposted. 

Another concern this summer has 
been boating and on the water activities. 
Maine attracts a wide range of activ-
ities from swimming and small craft, 
to angling, watersports, and so on. For 
a fairly small state, we have a high per-
centage of water-based activities on the 
rivers, lakes, and ponds. So many of the 
fatalities and serious injuries are pre-
ventable if people of all ages consistently 
wore an appropriate life jacket. We’ve 
witnessed several paddleboard inci-
dents where a PFD could have prevented 
drowning, and similar in kayaks and 
canoes and small craft. PFDs now come 
is so many choices and options that are 
comfortable to wear, and they really can 
make the difference between a surviv-
able near miss or a fatality. 

This is another area that I believe 
peer-to-peer self-policing can help to 
change the culture of disregarding 
wearing a life vest, regardless of age. 
While we don’t provide swimming 
instruction, it is strongly recommended 
that anyone who enjoys being on or near 
the water, even on a dock, or riverbank, 
have basic swimming ability, wear a 
PFD, or seek a safer place to enjoy a day 
of fishing or wading. A quick misstep on 
a dock or pier can be the same as falling 
out of a boat, and with cold water or cur-
rent or other obstacles, injury or worse 
can result. It’s not just small children - 
people of any age can have an accident. 
Other ways to minimize risk in areas 
where fishing from shore, docks, or piers 
is occurring; having a throwable device, 
a throw bag used for water rescue, or a 
pole nearby can help, but moving water 
and current presents additional risk. 

In closing, please look out for the folks 
around you, your family, friends, the 
neighbor’s kid, and even folks you don’t 
know, and if you see something that 
your gut instinct tells you is risky, step 
in and say something. Encourage safer 
behavior, and rather than being heavy, 
take a positive approach. In the end, we 
all need to look out for each other. Maine 
has so many great opportunities for out-
door recreation, and just as many risks 
that are associated with them.   

Yours in conservation,
Ronald Fournier ronald.fournier@

maine.gov or 207-441-6562.
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The way of life many of us value will 
not survive on its own. It survives 
only when each generation respects 
what the previous generation built 
and understands why it is worth 
preserving.

SPORTSMAN’S ALLIANCE 
OF MAINE - INSTITUTE 
FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION

SPORTSMAN’S ALLIANCE OF MAINE – INSTITUTE FOR LEGISLATIVE ACTION – “SAM-ILA”

President: Dennis Keschl  Vice President: Butch Moore
Clerk: Lynn Madison  Treasurer: Mike Shaw

Nick Archer  Christi Elliott  Gary Lamb  Joseph LoPorto  Brian Smith

Address: 205 Church Hill Road, Suite 3, Augusta, Maine  04330
Telephone: 207-623-4589    Website: www.samila.org

Facebook: Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine Institute for Legislative Action 

GENERAL PURPOSE.  
The Corporation is organized and operated for the purpose of preserving Maine’s Outdoor Heri-
tage, including but not limited to hunting, fishing, trapping, and 2nd Amendment rights and will 
work within the meaning of 501(c)(4) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986 (as amended) or the 
corresponding provision of any future United States Internal Revenue law, including for such 
purposes, the making of distributions to organizations which are recognized as exempt from tax 
under such 501(c)(4).  

MISSION STATEMENT: 
» �To influence public policy to preserve Maine’s Outdoor Heritage, including but not limited to 

hunting, fishing, trapping, and 2nd Amendment rights.
» �Develop and provide information on wildlife resources, field sports and conservation programs 

that will benefit such resources, sports and programs. 
» �Educate the public concerning the American heritage of hunting, trapping and fishing. 
» �Initiate and participate in litigation in the courts when necessary to protect the beneficial pur-

suits of hunting, trapping, fishing, and scientific wildlife management practices.
» �Promote and explain field sports, wildlife conservation and scientific wildlife management prac-

tices through literature, films, the press, television, and radio.
» �Provide organizations throughout the state with financial and management assistance to 

achieve these purposes.
» �Defend and protect the right of individuals to keep, use, and bear firearms.

Yes, I want to support the SAM-ILA!
Name: ������������������������������������������������������������������

Address: ����������������������������������������������������������������

Town: _____________________________   State: ____________   ZIP: ��������������

Amount: _________________________

Please send this form and check to: SAM-ILA, 205 Church Hill Road, Suite 3, 
Augusta, ME  04330. Electronic donations can be made by going to www.samila.
org.

SAM-ILA is a 501(c)(4); donations are NOT tax deductible as charitable donations 
for federal tax purposes.

Supporting the SAM-ILA
If you are interested in donating to the SAM-ILA, please fill out the form below and mail to SAM-ILA, 
205 Church Hill Road, Suite 3, Augusta, ME  04330, or make a donation online at www.samila.org

Please note that the SAM-ILA is a 501(c)4 organization and donations are NOT tax deductible as 
charitable donations. 

Filed by attorneys at Clement & Murphy 
and financially backed by the National 
Shooting Sports Foundation, lawyers 
have now officially filed what is called 
Petition for Writ of Certiorari, leap-frog-
ging the lower court and going directly 
to the US Supreme Court. It was filed on 
August 25, 2026.  

The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine, 
flanked by Gun Owners of Maine 
(GOME) and the National Shooting 
Sports Foundation filed the initial chal-

Legislative Report
by David Trahan, Executive Director SAM-ILA

Seventy-Two Hour Waiting Period Law has 
been Appealed

lenge and after SAM and Gome raised 
nearly $200,000 filed in Bangor Federal 
Court and won an injunction and two 
additional court actions. The Appeals 
court in Boston rescinded the injunc-
tion and forced our lawyers to appeal 
to the US Supreme Court. The National 
Shooting Sports Foundation has taken 
the lead. Now the Supreme Court must 
decide whether to take up the appeal. 
We will keep you posted.

President’s Corner
by Mike Parker

When was the last time you heard some-
body naturally say “Ayuh” in a strong 
Maine accent? How about hearing some-
one look at a newborn baby and say, 
“Ain’t he cunnin’?” I bet it’s been a while. 
Ask the same question twenty years ago 
and the answers would be much differ-
ent. Remember when everyone ate baked 
beans on Saturday nights and served 
brown bread from a can (except for the 
Saturdays when there was a community 
bean “suppah,” of course)? Then every-
one headed to the church or Grange Hall 
and got a yeast roll as an added bonus. 
How about when the first day of deer 
season felt like a holiday, whether you 
were a hunter or not? Everyone attended 
a hunter’s breakfast at 4 a.m. on opening 
morning before heading out at first light. 
Recently, I pulled up an old Tim Sample 
routine on YouTube for my family. While 
I was cracking up, my kids were scratch-
ing their heads, wondering why Dad 
found it so funny. 
That’s concerning.

None of those 
things disappeared 
overnight, yet it 
feels like they van-
ished pretty fast. 
Their disappear-
ance was never 
expected or even 
considered. It was 
simply the way of 
life we knew, so 
nobody thought about preserving it. 
That’s how traditions disappear.

The political divide in our state is 
increasingly cultural. More and more, 
decisions affecting rural communities 
are being made by people who have 
never lived a rural life. People who have 
never spent a week at hunting camp or 
cut firewood for the winter. People who 
have never experienced the camarade-
rie of neighbors who may disagree on 
plenty of things but still find reasons to 
get along without believing the other 
side is evil.

As a rural Mainer, I often feel like I’m 
being talked down to rather than lis-
tened to. Old-time Mainers were known 
for listening more than they spoke. That 
seems to be disappearing too.

Recently, in my own town, a contro-
versial project was proposed by some-
one from a Boston suburb. He was look-
ing to develop a tract of blueberry land 
that local people had enjoyed, worked, 
and used for generations. His project 
may ultimately have proven successful 
and benefited the community. However, 
when he stood in front of a room full of 
bearded, Carhartt-and-flannel-wear-
ing Mainers who had arrived in pickup 
trucks, he spent more time telling us 
why we wanted it and explaining why we 
didn’t understand its importance than 
he did explaining how it would benefit 
the town. He didn’t seek input from the 
community or ask questions about our 
concerns. The message wasn’t, “Help 
me understand your apprehension.” 
The message was, “I know better than 
you what you want, need, and value.” 
That battle was won. The town pulled 

Ballot Box Tips
together, the project was scrapped, and 
the land is now up for sale, good hunting 
land, I might add.

Too often, though, the attitude that 
Maine’s way of life is outdated and needs 
to be replaced with something more 
exciting, more urban, and more modern 
ends up winning.

The people who use our land and 
waters for recreation and employment 
know them best. Sportsmen, guides, 
loggers, farmers, and rural families have 
been stewards of these places for gener-
ations. Most don’t want to lose their way 
of life.

But local knowledge is increasingly 
being replaced by outside opinions. 
Decisions are more frequently driven 
by people and organizations with lit-
tle understanding of the communities 
they affect. The 2014 bear referendum 
demonstrated just how willing outside 
groups were to spend heavily trying to 

influence a tradi-
tion they neither 
practiced nor fully 
understood. How 
did they gain sup-
port? By offering 
money, influence, 
and promises to 
some locals who 
were willing to cast 
aside traditions 
they had grown up 
respecting. Or by 

newcomers from away who had never 
experienced rural Maine traditions.

So, what will rural Maine look like in 
the future? Will it be shaped by people 
who live here, work here, raise families 
here, and respect those who choose to 
live a little differently from the rest of 
the country? Or will it be shaped by pro-
gressives who see rural communities 
as places that need to be remade into a 
homogenized, one size fits all culture?

If you don’t want that future, then you 
need to get involved. You need to get out 
and vote. The way of life many of us value 
will not survive on its own. It survives 
only when each generation respects 
what the previous generation built and 
understands why it is worth preserving. 
That’s where I recognized my own fail-
ure while watching that old Tim Sample 
routine from 1985.

This November, as we choose the 
leaders who will shape Maine’s future, 
we should ask two simple questions: 
First, do they respect the traditions, 
values, and rural way of life that helped 
make Maine what it is? And second, have 
they ever had, or even heard of, brown 
bread in a can?

The answer ought to be “Yessah” to 
both. Because once a tradition disap-
pears, it doesn’t come back.  ●
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Chellie Pingree
Democrat , Incumbent
Grade-F
Congresswoman Chellie Pingree is seeking her 10th term in 
the U.S. House of Representatives. She has always been a pro-
gun control Democrat and has never received a SAM-ILA grade 
above an F.

Ronald Russell
Republican
Grade-?
Ron Russell did not return his SAM-ILA questionnaire. From 
his website: “Ron Russell is a West Point graduate who served 
30 years in the United States Army. I am an Airborne Ranger 
Green Beret, who is looking to continue that service as your 
representative to the United States Congress.”  

Mathew Dunlap
Democrat, Former State Representative, 
Secretary of State, State Auditor
Grade A+*
Mathew Dunlap is a long-time friend of sportsmen and women, 
the SAM- ILA included. He once served as House Chair of the 
Inland Fisheries and Wildlife Committee where he helped 

pass legislation to create Lifetime licenses, a Lifetime license endowment fund, the 
expanded archery season and supported the Land for Maine’s Future program. He 
served for a short time as SAM’s Executive Director (just prior to the current Execu-
tive Director), and he often writes for the SAM newsletter. Matt is well known to the 
outdoor community. Matt received a perfect grade on his SAM-ILA questionnaire and 
has a strong record on conservation and firearm rights. Matt also helped create the 
Youth Fish and Game Club in Milford.

Paul LePage
Republican, Former Governor  
Grade A+*
Former Governor Paul LePage received the grade of A+ on his 
SAM-ILA Questionnaire. Governor LePage has always been an 
unmovable force in support of the Second Amendment. During 
his tenure as Governor, Constitutional Carry was passed with 
his strong support. In addition, when newspaper outlets were 

using concealed carry permit data for political purposes, the SAM-ILA introduced 
legislation to make concealed carry data confidential. Rep. Corey Wilson sponsored 
the legislation, and it passed and was signed by Governor LePage. Governor LePage 
also vetoed earlier Red Flag legislation that ultimately passed the legislature during 
Governor Mills’ administration.

Governor Paul LePage also supported repeal of Maine’s controversial saltwater 
fishing license. The legislation to repeal the license was a SAM-ILA bill, sponsored by 
then Senator, David Trahan, R-Lincoln County. Governor LePage cleared the way for 
the repeal and then signed the bill.

LePage’s answers on our questionnaire related to conservation were very good and 
supportive of all of our outdoor issues.
  
Footnote: The Second Congressional District race is among the most closely watched 
in the nation. We recognize that this contest has generated strong interest and that no 
assessment will satisfy every candidate’s supporters. Although neither candidate has 
held public office in recent years, we believe both would represent our interests well in 
Washington D.C.
� *Grades are based solely on the 2026 SAM-ILA questionnaire.
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CHELLIE PINGREE 1 YES D F F YES
RONALD RUSSELL 1 NO R ?

MATT DUNLAP 2 NO D A+ A+
PAUL LEPAGE 2 NO R A+ A+

United States House of Representatives
First District Second District

LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill
	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill
	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 

The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine-In-
stitute for Legislative Action (SAM-ILA) 
is once again grading and endorsing 
candidates for public office in Maine. 
The candidate ratings are shaped in 
part by the results of our Annual Mem-
ber Surveys and current legislative pri-
orities. Many of the grades reflect the 
damaging legislation driven by national 
special interests.

Candidates are evaluated through 
questionnaires, voting records, lead-
ership history, public statements, and, 
when appropriate, interviews. Endorse-
ments generally go to incumbents with 
demonstrated support for outdoor 
issues. Exceptions may be made for well-
known former legislators, outdoor com-
munity leaders, or other candidates with 
strong records, questionnaires and pub-
lic support.

A+ Grades and Endorsements
As a general rule, only incumbents with 
strong pro-sportsmen and women vot-
ing records are eligible for an A+ grade 
and endorsement.

The Board may make exceptions when:

SAM-ILA 2026 Election Guide
•	 An incumbent legislator is running for 

a different chamber or an open seat.
•	 Neither candidate is an incumbent, 

but one is well known to SAM-ILA.
•	 A candidate has an established 

record as a former legislator, 
Fish and Game Club leader, SAM 
member, or recognized friend of the 
outdoor community.

These decisions are made on a case-
by-case basis by the SAM-ILA Board of 
Directors. This policy exists because 
some candidates without established 
records have provided favorable ques-
tionnaire responses but later changed 
their position. 

For candidates with no known his-
tory, A+Q is the highest possible grade 
and is based solely on the questionnaire. 

Issues and Mission
During legislative sessions, SAM-ILA 
tracks proposals affecting its mem-
bers and Maine’s outdoor community, 
including:

•	 Hunting, fishing, and trapping
•	 Firearm rights

•	 Land conservation
•	 Referendum reform
•	 State rulemaking and municipal 

ordinances
•	 Federal legislation

Unlike organizations focused on a sin-
gle issue, SAM-ILA’s priorities may vary 
from year to year. Firearm rights and 
hunting receive the greatest weight in 
determining grades and endorsements. 
The Board of Directors make all final 
decisions.

Candidate Interviews
At its discretion, the Board interviews 
candidates for higher offices, including 
governor, U.S. Senate, and U.S. House. 
The Executive Director may also contact 
candidates to clarify their positions.

Roll-Call Votes
Candidates’ own voting records are an 
important part of evaluating incum-
bents. The Executive Director tracks 
these votes, while the Board determines 
which roll calls will be used for grading.

2026 Candidate Grades
SAM-ILA works to maintain a fair and 
transparent grading system that iden-

tifies candidates whose positions gen-
erally align with the priorities of SAM 
members.

Grading Key:
Incumbent: *
Did Not Submit Questionnaire: ?
Grade based solely on Questionnaire: Q
Grade based solely on Voting Record: VR
Grade based on Voting Record and 
Questionnaire: VRQ
Endorsed by SAM-ILA: END
Candidate is Endorsed by Gun Sense: 
CEGSC

Political races are increasingly influ-
enced by out-of-state money, special 
interests, and misleading negative 
advertising. SAM-ILA provides voters 
with dependable information based on 
firsthand legislative experience. We 
work directly with lawmakers, negoti-
ate policy, and help shape laws affecting 
Maine’s outdoor community.

We do not tell anyone how to vote. 
Voting is a personal decision. Our goal 
is to explain the issues and candidates’ 
positions so voters can make informed 
choices. We are committed to conduct-
ing this work with integrity.

2026 SAM-ILA Grading and Endorsements

Election Day 2026:  
Tuesday, November 3
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LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill
	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill
	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 
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SUSAN COLLINS US SENATE YES R A+ YES
TROY JACKSON US SENATE NO D F F YES

Susan Collins
Republican, Incumbent
Grade A+  Endorsed
The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine Insti-
tute for Legislative Action  endorses Sen-
ator Susan Collins for reelection to the 
United States Senate.

The contrast between the remaining 
candidate in this race could not be more 
stark. Senator Collins understands the 
tremendous responsibility that comes 
with serving in the United States Senate. 
She is humble, thoughtful in research-
ing issues, willing to engage with inter-
ested parties, and consistently carries 
herself with dignity.

No Senator in the U.S. Senate or 
member of the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives has a stronger record on conser-
vation or a more consistent commitment 
to the interests of those who care about 
hunting, fishing, and outdoor recreation 
than Senator Collins.

When PFAS chemicals were discov-
ered in Maine waters and farmlands, we 
called Senator Collins and asked for help 
funding the expansion of Maine labora-
tories to accelerate the removal of these 
dangerous chemicals from our wildlife 
and food supplies. She delivered.

When we learned that more than half 
of Maine’s hatcheries exceeded their 
Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection and Environmental Protec-
tion Agency effluent discharge licenses, 
Senator Collins helped secure federal 
funding for a desperately needed new 
hatchery and additional funding to 
upgrade several existing hatcheries.

Senator Collins understands that our 
political discourse has devolved into an 
angry and, at times, dangerous free-for-
all shaped by demagogues who seek to 
divide our state and nation. We need 
statesmanship, not rhetoric that deep-
ens division. We need leaders who rec-
ognize after elections, they represent all 
Maine people and who conduct them-
selves with integrity, self-control, moral 
clarity, and a commitment to help bring 
a fractured nation back together.

Definitions
Statesman – “The art or practice of con-
ducting governmental affairs; political 
leadership characterized by wisdom, 
breadth of vision, and regard for the 
general welfare rather than partisan 
interest.”

Demagogue – “A political leader who 
gains power by exploiting people’s emo-
tions, fears, and prejudices rather than 
using rational arguments. Demagogues 
often make false claims, pit groups 
against one another, and use charis-
matic rhetoric to manipulate the public 
for personal or political gain.”

Susan Collins: Conservation & 
Outdoor Recreation Record
Born and raised in Aroostook County, 
Senator Collins has long been a strong 
voice for Maine’s sportsmen and women 
and has worked to protect the recre-
ational spaces that sustain Maine’s out-
door heritage and traditions.

Senator Collins has been a longtime 
defender of the Land and Water Conser-
vation Fund (LWCF), our nation’s most 
successful conservation program, and 
has led efforts to advance federal legisla-
tion protecting natural spaces in Maine 
and across the country.

As Chair of the Senate Appropria-
tions Committee, Senator Collins has 
defended Maine’s national parks, mon-
uments, wildlife refuges, and estuaries 
against proposed budget cuts. She has 
also used her leadership position to 
secure millions of dollars for conser-
vation and outdoor recreation projects 
throughout Maine.

Key Legislative Victories and 
Ongoing Efforts

•	 Original cosponsor of the landmark 
Great American Outdoors Act, which 
provided permanent, full funding for 
the LWCF at $900 million annually. 
This funding has expanded access 
for hunting, fishing, and outdoor 
recreation; supported working 
forests and ranches; protected 
critical lands in national parks, 
wildlife refuges, and national 

forests; and funded state and local 
recreation projects, from ballparks 
to trail systems. The law also 
incorporated the Restore Our Parks 
Act, which provided $9.5 billion for 
critical repairs and maintenance 
at national parks, including Acadia 
National Park.

•	 Cosponsored the John D. Dingell 
Conservation, Management, and 
Recreation Act, which permanently 
reauthorized the LWCF. The 
law included provisions from 
the bipartisan Sportsmen’s Act, 
including establishing a national 

“Open Until Closed” policy; 
dedicating 3% of LWCF funds 
to additional public access for 
sportsmen and women; authorizing 
funding for shooting sports facilities; 
reauthorizing wildlife conservation 
programs; and allowing permitting 
and leasing of public lands for 
shooting and target ranges.

•	 Cosponsored legislation enacted in 
2022 that designated the York River 
as part of the National Park Service’s 
Wild and Scenic Rivers System.

•	 Cosponsored the Outdoors for 
All Act, which expanded outdoor 
recreational opportunities in low-
income communities and codified 
the Outdoor Recreation Legacy 
Partnership program, which funds 
new trails and green spaces.

•	 Cosponsored the America the 
Beautiful Act, which continues 
the work of the Great American 

Troy Jackson
Democrat
Troy Jackson did not send in a 
SAM-ILA questionnaire. He is not 
endorsed by “Gun Sense” but he 
is endorsed by “Maine Gun Safety 
Coalition” and “Moms Demand 
Action.”

Grade of F
Troy Jackson is a replacement candidate 
for his friend Graham Platner. In past 
years’ elections leading up to his race for 
Governor, (came in third) Troy Jackson, 
who came from Allagash, was supported 
by groups like the NRA and SAM-ILA. 
Like a light switch, when he decided to 
run for Governor and then the U.S. Senate, 
he completely reversed his positions on 
many issues to align with national pro-
gressive organizations. Jackson went from 
pro-Second Amendment to “all in” on gun 
control. In what can only be described as 
self-serving and hypocritical, “Maine Gun 
Safety Coalition”  and “Moms Demand 
Action” endorsed Jackson.

In addition to turning his back on the 
Second Amendment, when Troy Jack-
son served as Maine Senate President, 
he helped to orchestrate the “pairing of 
votes” a bait and switch type obscure 
maneuver that allowed the three-day 

United States Senate

Outdoors Act by reauthorizing the 
Legacy Restoration Fund to address 
maintenance backlogs in national 
parks and public lands.

Protecting Maine’s Natural 
Resources Against PFAS
Senator Collins has secured millions of 
dollars through her leadership on the 
Senate Appropriations

Committee to protect Mainers, wild-
life, agriculture, and the environment 
from PFAS “forever chemicals” while 
helping position Maine as a national 
leader in PFAS research.

Clean Water and Land
Since 2021, Senator Collins has secured 
$155 million for 82 drinking water and 
wastewater projects across Maine. Many 
of these infrastructure improvements 
have helped reduce PFAS contamina-
tion affecting water supplies, farms, 
wildlife, and natural resources.

Leading Research
Senator Collins secured $18 million to 
establish a PFAS Center of Excellence at 
the USDA New England Plant, Soil, and 
Water Research Laboratory at the Uni-
versity of Maine. The center is now at the 
forefront of PFAS testing, public edu-
cation, and outreach to communities 
impacted by contamination.

She has also directed an additional 
$23 million to support the center and its 
ongoing research.

waiting period law to go into effect. In 
other words, when the law failed to pass, 
he allowed four Democrat Senators, 
two that were not present in the Senate 
Chamber to void their votes. By doing so 
it allowed a failing vote to pass.

Senator Jackson also tried to scuttle 
the SAM-ILA’s highly successful deer 
yard initiative, (10,000 acres of deer 
yards protected, mostly in Aroostook 
County). He attempted to refer the leg-
islation back to committee where it 
would die. Only after reaching out to the 
Aroostook County Conservation Associ-
ation and SAM members were we able to 
overcome his opposition. This initiative 
started as a request from sportsmen in 
Northern, Eastern and Western Maine 
where deer have nearly disappeared.       
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RICHARD BENNETT GOVERNOR STATEWIDE NO I P P P P A+ A+ A+
ROBERT CHARLES GOVERNOR STATEWIDE NO R A+ A+
HANNAH PINGREE GOVERNOR STATEWIDE NO D F YES

Bobby Charles
Republican
SAM-ILA Questionnaire-Grade A+

The following writeup was provided by 
the candidate:

Statement to the Sportsman’s 
Alliance of Maine
Growing up in Wayne, Maine, my con-
nection to our state’s outdoors began at 
an early age. In those formative years, I 
spent my time target shooting and fish-
ing our local lakes and streams alongside 
good friends, later taking to the woods 
to hunt as I grew older. Those early expe-
riences taught me the deep traditions of 
conservation, self-reliance, and respect 
for nature that define our state. That pas-
sion for stewardship was further forged 
through scouting, where I earned the 
rank of Eagle Scout, a foundational mile-
stone that reinforced my commitment 
to community, leadership, and preserv-
ing Maine’s outdoor heritage for future 
generations.

My dedication to firearm safety and 
responsible gun ownership started when I 
earned my NRA Safe Hunter certification 
at the age of 12. A lifetime of recreational 
shooting and outdoor sports, combined 
with my service as a Naval Intelligence 
Officer and federal investigator, has given 
me an uncompromising perspective on 
our constitutional rights. As your can-
didate for Governor, I stand as a vocal 
defender of law-abiding gun owners and 
strongly oppose unconstitutional mea-
sures like Maine’s red flag laws. Vague 
confiscation mandates undermine due 
process and directly infringe upon our 
Second Amendment rights, penalizing 
responsible citizens rather than focusing 
on real public safety solutions.

I am a deep supporter of the Sports-
man’s Alliance of Maine because SAM 
serves as the vital voice in protecting our 
outdoor heritage, defending constitu-
tional rights, and advocating for sensible 
land and wildlife management. 

My connection to SAM’s mission was 
also shaped by my long friendship with 
the late George Smith, SAM’s admired 
former executive director of 18 years, with 
whom I shared a deep love for Maine’s 
outdoor and conservation values. George 
was kind enough to write a warm review 
of my book Eagles and Evergreens, a col-
lection celebrating Maine’s rural roots 
alongside my work in Cherish America. 

One of the primary reasons I stand 
behind SAM is your commitment to pass-
ing these values to the next generation 
through initiatives like the SAM Outdoor 
Education Center and your youth pro-
grams. SAM remains an indispensable 
partner in keeping kids’ active outdoors, 
and I look forward to working side-by-
side with you to protect hunter access and 
safeguard Maine’s way of life.	

Robert “Bobby” Charles

Governor of Maine
Two candidates running for Governor took the time to fill out the SAM-ILA Ques-
tionnaire. Hannah Pingree-D did not.  She is endorsed by Gun Sense and should be 
viewed as supporting new gun control measures. 

“Gun Sense” is Moms Demand Action and Everytown for Gun Safety. Both orga-
nizations are funded in part by former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg. Their 
agenda includes Universal Background Checks, Red Flag Laws, banning high-capac-
ity magazines, repealing liability protections for firearm manufacturers, banning 
some semi-automatic firearms, so-called Ghost guns, banning “Glock switches,” just 
for some examples.

Sen. Rick Bennett-I and Bobby Charles-R, received A+ grades on their SAM-ILA ques-
tionnaires. Sen. Rick Bennett-I, had a voting record grade of A from the last legislative 
session. Because both candidates were nearly identical on the issues we asked them 
to write up their history and experience on firearms, conservation and outdoor issues. 

Hannah 
Pingree
Democrat
Pingree did not respond to the 
SAM-ILA Questionnaire. Grade-F, 
Voting Record-?

Overall Grade of F

Sen. Richard Bennett
Independent
SAM-ILA Questionnaire, Grade A+

Voting Record from 2025-26 legislative 
session, Grade of A

This writeup was provided by the 
candidate:

“Rick has been endorsed by Sportsman’s 
Alliance of Maine in every one of his elec-
tions and has been a SAM member for 
decades. His support for SAM has been 
longstanding, consistent, and impactful. 

“Rick has been endorsed by SAM not 
just because of his answers in a survey, 
but because of his long record of support-
ing SAM’s work. Maine sporting heri-
tage has been part of Rick’s lived experi-
ence since he was a kid out in the woods 
with his dad while his dad was hunting, 
and then Rick has been hunting since 
he was old enough. Ever since Rick was 
old enough to hunt, he has been hunting 
regularly with my family, mostly at their 
hunting camp in Greenwood Maine, 

“His father, Dean Bennett, wrote Ghost 
Buck: One Man’s Family and Their Hunt-
ing Traditions, a tribute to their family’s 
hunting traditions back to the 1800s in 
Western Maine — using the in-depth 
records from the family hunting journal.

“Rick has long supported the Land 
for Maine’s Future program, includ-

ing cosponsoring a bill to replenish the 
program through a general fund bond. 
And Rick is a strong supporter of the 2nd 
amendment. 

“Sportsmen are used to people who 
fly into politics and maybe say the right 
things. But Rick has actually shown up 
and has a record.  Not only is he a friend 
of sportsmen, but he is also a sportsman.”

LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 

✓ 
Are you  
registered  
to vote?

Election Day 2026:  
Tuesday, November 3
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Maine Senate

LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 
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LUCIEN J.B. DAIGLE 1 No R P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
VAUGHN J. MCLAUGHLIN 1 No D
HAROLD L. “TREY” STEWART 2 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
HAROLD S. HULL 2 No D
STANLEY B. SHORT 3 No D
JOEL R. STETKIS 3 No R A- A-
CHAD R. PERKINS 4 No R P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
LISA G. KALP 4 No D F F
ELIZABETH M. CARUSO 5 No R P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
ROBERT F. SULLEBARGER 5 No D
BILLY BOB FAULKINGHAM 6 No R P P P P A A+ A YES
NICOLE C. GROHOSKI 7 Yes D P F P P P INC B- B-
CHERYL  A. HEWES 7 No R A+ A+
MICHAEL TIPPING 8 Yes D F F F P P F F
LEO C. KENNEY 8 No R A+ A+
AMY J. ROEDER 9 No D F F F F F F
STEPHEN CAREY 9 No I
DAVID G. HAGGAN 10 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ YES
KEVIN J.M. O’CONNELL 10 No D
GLENN “CHIP” CURRY 11 Yes D P F P P P B- B-
RYAN C. OTIS 11 No R A+ A
ANN H. MATLACK 12 No D F F F F F F
CAMERON RENY 13 Yes D P F F P P D D
EDWIN MITCHELL 13 No I A- A-
CRAIG V. HICKMAN 14 Yes D P P P P P A A+ A+ YES
STEVEN A. MCGEE 14 No R B B
AMANDA A. HEATH 15 No D A+ A+
KATI MCCORMICK 15 No R A+ A+
SCOTT W. CYRWAY 16 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
PATRIC A. MOORE 16 No D
RICHARD G. MASON 17 No R P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
JO-JEAN C. KELLER 17 No D
ELIZABETH D. BOSWORTH 18 No D
JOHN E. ANDREWS 18 No R A+ A+ YES
JOSEPH E. MARTIN 19 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
PETER J. SOUTHAM 19 No D
BRUCE A. BICKFORD 20 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
MICHAEL R. SCOTT 20 No D B B
SHANNA COX 21 No D YES
KIMBERLY J. POMERLEAU 22 No R P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
NATHAN BURNETT 22 No D
MATTHEA E. DAUGHTRY 23 Yes D F F F P F F F
BERNARD PORTER 23 No R
DENISE TEPLER 24 Yes D F F F F P F F YES
TERESA S. PIERCE 25 Yes D F F F P F F F
TIMOTHY E. NANGLE 26 Yes D F F F P F F F
KENNETH CIANCHETTE 26 No R
JILL C. DUSON 27 Yes D F F F F F F F
RACHEL TALBOT-ROSS 28 Yes D F F F F F F F
ANNE M. CARNEY 29 Yes D F F F F F F F
VINCENT A. MAIETTA 29 No R A+ A+
SOPHIA B. WARREN 30 No D F F P F D D
HARRY J. WHITE 30 No R
DONNA BAILEY 31 Yes D F F F F P F F
GARRETT PLUMMER 31 No R
HENRY L. INGWERSEN 32 Yes D F F F P F F F
JASON LITALIEN 32 No I A+ A+
MATTHEW A. HARRINGTON 33 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
MARK H. VIGLIOTTA 33 No D D D
DANIEL R. SAYRE 34 No D F F F F F F YES
JONATHAN R. FALLON 34 No R
MICHELE MEYER 35 No D YES
JULIE N. RAKIC 35 No R



2026 Election Guide  •  13Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine – Institute for Legislative Action

NAME DI
ST

RI
CT

IN
CU

M
BE

NT

PA
RT

Y

11
09

 - 
M

ag
 B

an

11
26

 - 
Gh

os
t G

un

11
20

 - 
Sa

fe
 

St
or

ag
e

13
64

 - 
Le

ad
 A

m
m

o

18
21

 - 
FF

L

SA
M

 
QU

ES
TI

ON
NA

IR
E

SA
M

 V
OT

IN
G 

RE
CO

RD
 G

RA
DE

SA
M

 F
IN

AL
  

GR
AD

E

SA
M

 E
ND

OR
SE

D

GU
N 

SE
NS

E 
EN

DO
RS

ED
  

(p
ro

 g
un

 c
on

tro
l)

DANA M. APPLEBY 1 No D
AUSTIN THERIAULT 1 No R A+ A+ YES
ROGER C. ALBERT 2 Yes R P P P P P A YES
ROLAND D. MARTIN 2 No D A+ A+
DAVID H. MCCREA 3 No D
SUSAN BERNARD 3 No R P P P P A+ A+ YES
TIMOTHY C. GUERRETTE 4 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ YES
DOUGLAS C. CARLISLE 5 No R
DONALD J. ARDELL 6 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
MELANIE TOMPKINS 6 No D
MATTHEW J. RUSH 7 No D
JANTZEN S. CRAINE 7 No R
TRACY L. QUINT 8 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
ARTHUR K. MINGO 9 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
NICOLE N. RICHARDS 9 No D
WILLIAM R. TUELL 10 Yes R P P P P P A A+ A YES
GENEVIEVE M. LEMIRE 10 No D
TIFFANY STROUT 11 Yes R P P P P P A A+ A+ YES
KEITH A. NEWMAN 11 No D
ROY GOTT 12 No I YES
THOMAS HART 12 No R
RUSSELL P. WHITE 13 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
MICHAEL CUNNINGHAM 13 No D YES
GARY R. FRIEDMANN 14 Yes D F F F F F F F
JEAN M. DONOVAN 14 No R
HOLLY R. EATON 15 Yes D F F F F P F F
NINA MILLIKEN 16 Yes D P F P F P D D
ERIC M. WHITE 16 No R
STEVEN M. BISHOP 17 Yes R P P P P P A A
RONALD B. RUSSELL 17 No D
MATHEW D. MCINTYRE 18 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
JONATHAN C. GOBLE 18 No D
RICHARD H. CAMPBELL 19 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
DAVID ULRICH 19 No D
DANI O’HALLORAN 20 Yes D F F F P P C C
PATRICK A. JUDE 20 No R A+ A+
AMBUREEN RANA 21 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
FRANK J. CASELLA 21 No R A+ A+
LAURA D. SUPICA 22 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
COLLEEN T. O’NEAL 22 No R
VICTORIA P. KORNFIELD 23 No D YES
BRIAN A. AMES 23 No R
SEAN  F. FAIRCLOTH 24 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
LAURIE OSHER 25 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
ANTHONY M. WEAVER 25 No R
JAMES F. DILL 26 Yes D P F P F P B B
EDWARD L. PARADIS 26 No R
DEVAN C. ARNOLD 27 No D
DAVID GILES 27 No R A+ A+
IRENE A. GIFFORD 28 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
GORDON P. STREET 28 No D
NANCY M. MCDOWELL 29 No D YES
NANCY J. THERIAULT 29 No R A+ A+
JAMES L. WHITE (GUILFORD) 30 Yes R P P P P P A- A+ A YES
JOHN J. CONTRENI 30 No D
ERIC J BOOTHROYD 31 No D YES
ANDREW R. TORBETT 31 No R A+ A+
SHAWN L. LANCASTER 32 No R
KENNETH W. FREDETTE 33 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ YES
MICHAEL A. BRAYSON 33 No D
JAMES P. MCCLYMER 34 No D
STACEY K. GUERIN 34 No R P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
JAMES E. THORNE 35 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
DEBORA S. FARNHAM 35 No D
KIMBERLY M. HAGGAN 36 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
CLIFTON G. FOSTER 36 No D

Maine House of Representatives

LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 
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REAGAN L. PAUL 37 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
ALAN L. ORCUTT 37 No D
BENJAMIN C. HYMES 38 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
KAYLA M.T. MILLER 38 No D
MADISON COOK 39 No D
MICHAEL J. NICHOLSON 39 No R A+ A+
D. MICHAEL RAY 40 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
JOSEPH M. MCLAUGHLIN 40 No R
JOSHUA D. GERRITSEN 41 No D
CORY C. RAYMOND 41 No R
VALLI D. GEIGER 42 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
MELISSA J. BYER 42 No R
RHIANNON C. HAMPSON 43 No D
CHRISTOPHER P. AUSTIN 43 No R A+ A+
RAY A. THOMBS 44 No R
REBECCA M. STEPHENS 45 No R
JENNIFER F. MAYHER 46 No D
WAYNE K. FARRIN 47 Yes D P F P F P C C
CHESTER B. GROVER 47 No R A+ A+
CHARLOTTE NUTT 48 No D
ERIK D. HOBSON 48 No R
TRENT E. VELLELLA 49 No D A+ A+
SUZANNE R. ANDRESEN 49 No R A+ A+
DAVID A. SINCLAIR 50 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
JEDEDIAH J. RICE 50 No R
RAFAEL MACIAS 51 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
ANNALYSE O. SARVINAS 51 No R
SALLY J. CLUCHEY 52 Yes D P F F F F F F YES
DAVID W. GUILMETTE 52 No R B B YES
MICHAEL H. LEMELIN 53 Yes R P P P P P A A
RICHARD M. GOLDMAN 53 No D
KAREN L. MONTELL 54 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
MICHELLE M. TUCKER 54 No R
MAUREEN AUCOIN 55 No D INC INC
CHARLES L. HIPPLER 55 No R
RANDALL A. GREENWOOD 56 Yes R P P P P P A A YES
ROBIN L. UPTON-SUKEFORTH 56 No D
TAVIS R. HASENFUS 57 Yes D P F P F P D D F YES
DAVID R. POTVIN 57 No R
SHARON FROST 58 Yes I P F P P P B B B
DEXTER E. BRIDGES 58 No R
KATRINA COUCH RAY-SAULIS 59 No D
JOHN RENY 59 No R A+ A+
WILLIAM R. BRIDGEO 60 Yes D F F F F F F F
WYATT A. BEAULIEU 60 No R
ALICIA C. COLLINS 61 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
ROBIN G. CRAWLEY 61 No D
KATRINA J. SMITH 62 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
PAMELA J. SWIFT 62 No D
PAUL R. FLYNN 63 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
TAYLOR M. WEST 63 No D C C
FLAVIA M. DEBRITO 64 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
SHAWN M. PACKARD 64 No R A+ A+
CASSIE L. JULIA 65 Yes D P F F F F F F YES
JEREMY MCARTHUR 65 No R A+ A+
MICHAEL D. PERKINS 66 No R
MATTHEW C. TOWNSEND 67 No D A+ A+
SHAWN M. DIXON 67 No R A A
AMANDA N. COLLAMORE 68 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
DEAN A. CRAY 69 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
JESSICA B. BLANCHARD 69 No D
JENNIFER L. POIRIER 70 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
JOSEPH R. ALMAND 70 No D
JOHN E. DUCHARME 71 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
ALLISON M. PERKINS 71 No D
CYNTHIA J. SOMA-HERNANDEZ 72 No D
DOUGLAS A. THOMAS 72 No R A+ A+
MICHAEL SOBOLESKI 73 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
DANIEL J. SIMONDS 73 No D

LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 
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MARC EDWARDS 74 No D
RUSSELL J. BLACK 74 No R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
H. SCOTT LANDRY 75 No D A+ A+
RANDALL D. GAUVIN 75 No R A A
SHEILA ANN LYMAN 76 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
TREVOR A. DOIRON 76 No D A+ A+
TAMMY L. SCHMERSAL-BURGESS 77 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
ARLIE E. HETRICK 77 No D
RACHEL A. HENDERSON 78 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ YES
WOODLEIGH H. HUGHES 78 No D
MICHAEL J. LANCE 79 Yes R P P P P P A A+ A+ YES
BRIANNA F. LUECK 79 No D
ERNEST M. FITTS 80 No R
PETER C. WOOD 81 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
CHRISTOPHER A. EASTON 81 No D
CHRISTOPHER A. LEWEY 82 No D
CALEB J. NESS 82 No R A+ A+
MARYGRACE C. CIMINO 83 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
TIMOTHY J. BECKER 83 No D INC INC
MARK WALKER 84 Yes I P P P P P A+ A+
CASSANDRA DOVE 84 No D YES
PAUL H. WELCH 85 No D
ADRIENNE PAUL 85 No R
ROLF A. OLSEN 86 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
ABIGAIL N. GEER 86 No D YES
DAVID W. BOYER 87 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
JOHN BALDWIN 87 No G
QUENTIN J. CHAPMAN 88 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
DANA N. STAPLES 88 No D
ADAM R. LEE 89 Yes D P F P F P C C
JAMES D. BERUBE 89 No R
PAMELA B. HART 90 No D
JAMES W. SORCEK 90 No R
EMILY J. DINGMAN 91 No D
JEFFREY L. TIMBERLAKE 91 No R
STEPHEN J. WOOD 92 Yes R P P P P P A A+ A+ YES
JULIA MCCABE 93 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
CHAD E. SYPHERS 93 No R
SCOTT A. HARRIMAN 94 No D YES
JANET I. BEAUDOIN 94 No R A+ A+
KIERNAN INNES MAJERUS-COLLINS 95 No D YES
BRET M. MARTEL 95 No R
LUKE D. JENSEN 96 No D
KERRYL L. CLEMENT 96 No R A+ A+
THOMAS R. WATSON 97 No D
DALE J. CRAFTS 97 No R A+ A+ YES
KILTON MCCARTHY WEBB 98 Yes D P F P F P C C
WILLIAM J. ST. MICHEL 98 No R A+ A+
CHERYL A. GOLEK 99 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
BRAEDEN D. WEBBER 99 No R
DANIEL J. ANKELES 100 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
BRETT Y. BARRETT 100 No R
POPPY T. ARFORD 101 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
RAVI JACKSON 101 No R
MAURA H. PILLSBURY 102 No D YES
HENRY L. LAWRENCE 102 No R
KARIN ORENSTEIN 103 No D YES
R. MELISSA WINSLOW 104 No R
LOUIS S. PFEIFLE 104 No I INC INC
ANNE PALMER GRAHAM 105 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
SUSAN E. FULLER 105 No R
BARBARA BAGSHAW 106 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
BRADLEY M. YOUNGS 106 No D
MARK C. COOPER 107 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
JOSEPH A. CAMPBELL 107 No D
PARNELL W. TERRY 108 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
KELLY L. DEARBORN 108 No R A+ A+
SEVEN R. SIEGEL 109 No D
DIANA KUSHNAR 109 No R
CHRISTINA R.C. MITCHELL 110 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
JASON L. COPP 110 No R
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AMY D. KUHN 111 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
SEAN M. MAHONEY 112 No D INC INC
LAUREN CHELSEA JONES 112 No R
GRAYSON B. LOOKNER 113 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
LISA M. NELTHROPP 113 No R
APRIL D. FOURNIER 114 No D
ANDREW J. ZARRO 115 No D
SAMUEL L. ZAGER 116 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
MATTHEW MOONEN 117 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
YUSUF M. YUSUF 118 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
MICHAEL P. DIXON 119 No D
JACOB M. WAKEM 119 No R
JASON J. SHEDLOCK 120 No D
MICHAEL J. DOUGHERTY 120 No R
ROBERT CAMERON 121 No D
MEAGAN J. SMITH 121 No R
MATTHEW D. BECK 122 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
MICHELLE N. BOYER 123 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
ANNIE CHRISTY 123 No R
ERIC J. NATHANSON 124 No D
SCOTT W. DOHERTY 124 No R
MARY LINDSTROM 124 I INC INC
KELLY NOONAN MURPHY 125 Yes D F F F F F F YES
ANDREW GATTINE 126 Yes D F F F F F F
ETHAN E. MONGUE 126 No R A+ A+
MORGAN J. RIELLY 127 Yes D F F F F F F F
SUZANNE M. SALISBURY 128 Yes D F F F F F F F
MARSHALL F. ARCHER 129 Yes D F F F F F F F F
LYNN HOLLAND COPELAND 130 Yes D F F F F F F F
ROBERT J. KELLY 131 No D YES
KENNETH BLOW 131 I A+ A+
RYAN FECTEAU 132 Yes D P F F F P F F
MARC G. MALON 133 Yes D F F F F F F F
TRACI GERE 134 Yes D F F F F F F F
SCOTT CRAIG 134 I
ALLEN DAGGETT 134 I A+ A+
LISA J. PRATT 135 No D YES
JOHN EDER 136 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
MICHELLE K. CONNERS 136 No D
NATHAN M CARLOW 137 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+
CHARLES TILBURG 137 No D
OLIVER D. MCAVOY 138 No D F F
JONATHAN L. KINNEY 138 No R A+ A+ YES
DEAN P. LEPAGE 139 No D
JAMIE K. NEWTON 139 No R
WAYNE R. PARRY 140 Yes R P P P P P A+ A+ A+ YES
KIRSTAN L. WATSON 140 No D INC
REBECCA L. FLOOD ANDREWS 141 No D F F YES
MARC A. BOISSE 141 No R
DAVID R. MONGEAU 141 I INC INC
AYN M. HANSELMANN 142 No D
DOMINGO TORRES 142 No R
JOHN R. HENKELMAN 143 No D
MELISSA SIMPSON 143 No R
KAREN GERRISH 144 No R A+ A+ YES
CORINNA COLE 144 No I F
KRISTIN T. DAVIS 145 No D
CALEB J. CHASE 145 No R A+ A+
WALTER G. RUNTE 146 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
BRADLEY S. MOULTON 146 No R
HOLLY T. SARGENT 147 Yes D F F F F P F F
THOMAS A. LAVIGNE 148 Yes R P P P P P A A+ A YES
MARGARET A. WHEELER 148 No D
MALLORY A. COOK 149 No D YES
TIMOTHY R. TOWNE 149 No R
ALEXANDROS ORESTIS 150 No D
MARK F. ZIMMER 150 No R A+ A+
KRISTI M. MATHIESON 151 Yes D F F F F F F F YES
SUZANNE JOHNSON 151 No R F F

LEGEND: 	 F (Failed) = Sup/Opp bill	 P (Passed) = Sup/Opp bill	 BLUE = SAM GRADE AND/OR ENDORSEMENT 
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S A M  R A F F L E S  
ORDER BY PHONE, CALL: 207-623-4589 

Order Online (Maine Only) www.samofmaine.org 
Mail to: SAM, 205 Church Hill Road, Augusta, Maine 04330 

NAME: ____________________________________________________________ 

STREET: ___________________________________________________________ 

CITY/TOWN: __________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ___________ 

PH: _____________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________ 

1. Boat Package - # _________ of tickets at $5 each = $ ____________ 

2. WW .308 Rifle - # _________ of tickets at $5 each = $ ___________ 

3. Guided Bear Hunt - # ______ of tickets at $5 each = $ ___________ 

4. S&W Limited Edition - # _______ of tickets at $10 each = $ ________ 

Total: $ __________   

Make checks payable to SAM. 
 

 

 

CC: _________-________-________-_________ Exp: _________ 

CC Billing Address: Check here if same as above ______ 

STREET: ___________________________________________________________ 

CITY/TOWN: __________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ___________ 

The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine (SAM) is a 501(c)  (3) organization founded in 
1975 to promote conservation of Maine’s wildlife resources and advocate for hunters, 
anglers, trappers, and gun owners. SAM-ILA is a 501(c)  (4) and conducts some  
political activity. Raffle winners are responsible for any taxes and transfer fees. 

2 Windham Weaponry .308 
 

Ends:  December 17 ,  2026  
 

Suggested Donation $5  

Proceeds benefit the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine. 

Guided Bear Hunt 
 

Donated by Adam Coover 
 

Ends:  December 17 ,  2026  
 

Suggested Donation $5  

3 

Proceeds benefit SAM’s Outdoor Education Center. 

SAM SUPER RAFFLE  
 

Boat, Motor & Trailer 
 

Ends:  December 17 ,  2026  
 

Suggested Donation $5  

1 

Proceeds benefit the Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine. 

Donated by  

L i mi te d  Ed i t i on  Smi th  &  We sso n   
Mo d e l  1 8 54  r i f l e  w i th  Mo d e l  2 9  r evo lve r ,  a  p remi u m t r a ve l  
c a ses  &  wa l l  mo un t  d i sp l a y  c a se .  No .4 1  o f  1 0 0  

Ends:  December 17 ,  2026  
Suggested Donation $10 

 

 

 

 

4 

Proceeds benefit Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine Institute for Legislative Action. 

Motor donated by 

Boat & Trailer made possible by 
a collaborative effort between 

Clark Marine and  
Sportsman's Alliance of Maine. 

Now, the date is late December of 2025. 
Donald Trump is our president, and I, 
an avid deer hunter, am 82 years of age. 
I have most always hunted for white-
tails in New Hampshire and in Maine. 
Deer season comes earlier there during 
November, and lasts longer than in 
Massachusetts. Rifle use in deer season 
is unlawful in Massachusetts, and the 
season which occurs in December, usu-
ally only lasts for one week. My rifle was 
always a pre ‘64 Winchester Model 94 
.30/.30 cal when I hunted out of state.

Then, in early 2025, as I perused the 
new Massachusetts Fishing and Hunt-
ing Guide, I realized that during the 
primitive firearms season for deer that 
year lasted from 12/15/25 to 12/31/25, 
and that a black powder muzzle loader 
(rifled) was lawful. Since I owned a .50 
cal. Thompson Center Hawken muzzle 
loader, I decided to try for a Massachu-
setts whitetail.

Maine Outdoor Traditions 
(and Occasional Tall Tales)

Black Powder Buck
by Warren Winslow

My Hawken is an extremely accu-
rate rifle. Equipped with set triggers and 
adjustable rear sights, its weight and bal-
ance are superior. Its octagon blued bar-
rel and brass trigger guard, butt plate, 
patch box, fore end tips, and ram rod 
ferrules, not to mention the better than 
average nicely grained walnut furniture, 
make it a piece of beauty. Equipped for 
a percussion cap ignition system, the 
Hawken is very dependable.

Shooting range testing proved that 
FFFG black powder charges of 100 grains 
delivered precise accuracy, especially 
when matched with self- swaged bullets 
(357 gr. from lead wheel weights). A good 
load combination, this formula was 
deadly on deer, if not most big game on 
the North American Continent. Further, 
range testing revealed that at 13 yards, 
this load delivered dead-on accuracy. A 
slightly high hold was necessary at 50 
yards. While almost right on at targets 

set at 75 yards, bullets would penetrate a 
little low at 100 yards.

There had always been deer along 
the powerline in Ayer, MA, my home 
town. Their signs and tracks were almost 
always present. Often, over the years, I 
had seen many doe, button bucks, and 
occasionally a well-antlered buck. Since 
the powerline is less than 75 yards wide, 
a strategically located blind along a high 
edge, would afford advantageous shoot-
ing lanes should opportunity present 
itself.

I constructed a blind from a ten-foot 
roll of chicken wire, an old camouflaged 
sheet and branches of pine and oak. The 
powerline corridor was bordered by 
forests of pine and mixed hardwoods. 
Ample uncut brush prevailed under the 
high-tension wires, with the exceptions 
of walking paths and dirt bike trails.

Before first light on the first day of 
the primitive firearms season, I walked 
from the gun club up to my blind along 
the powerline. The temperature was 34 
F, and the skies were cloudy. Along with 
my Hawken and its necessary accesso-
ries, I had warm clothing and boots, a 
phone, food, binoculars, a knife, stool, 
orange vest, stocking hat, and rope.

My blind was in an area where I had 
scouted for deer in the woods along 
the powerline’s edges, an area where 
I had seen tracks, scat, and browsing. 
My enthusiasm for the hunt was almost 
immediately spiked. I was hardly seated 
on my stool when three deer, likely does, 

bounded across the powerline. They 
were moving fast, way out of range, and 
across a low swampy dip in the terrain. 
But their presence was encouraging, 
and I was hopeful for a lucky day. The 
normal rhythm of the forest returned, 
but nearly six hours of scanning the area 
never revealed anything.

After two foul weather days, I 
returned to my blind. An overnight 
dusting of snow revealed deer tracks in 
the vicinity of my location.  Again, my 
enthusiasm spiked as I settled in for 
what I guessed would likely be another 
long and possibly uneventful day.

It was about 9:00 AM as I poured some 
coffee from my thermos, when suddenly, 
motion at the edge of the woods caught 
my eye. A doe had ventured out at the 
far edge of the power line. As I watched 
through my binoculars, I detected addi-
tional motion just inside the woods. As 
I scanned the area a buck appeared, 
apparently following the doe. I stead-
ied my Hawken through a loop in the 
chicken wire blind. Estimating that he 
was less than 70 yards distant, but more 
than 50 yards away, I fired slightly high 
on his shoulder. When the smoke from 
the black powder charge cleared, my 
first thought was the ringing in my ears. 
Neither deer was in sight. I thought that 
I must have missed my target. I reloaded 
the muzzle loader, put a percussion cap 
on the gun’s nipple, and went to inves-
tigate. To my utter surprise, there was 
the buck lying still on the ground. The 
Hawken had dropped him in his tracks.

I phoned down to the gun club to 
report my success. Several members 
came up to the powerline to help drag 
my deer out to a nearby pickup truck. 
The buck, a six pointer, dressed out just 
north of 140 lbs.  ●
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Matt’s Musings
by Matt Dunlap

Exclus ive SAM L i fe Member Raff le  
SAM Commemorat ive Mar l in 45-70 

Lever-Act ion Ri f le  
With SAM Logo and Ser ia l  No. SAM-1 
Must be a SAM Life Member to Enter! 

Suggested Donation $10   

Donated by the Family of Lola Shackley 

S A M  L i f e  M e m b e r s  E x c l u s i v e  R A F F L E S  

NAME: ____________________________________________________________ 

STREET: ___________________________________________________________ 

CITY/TOWN: __________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ___________ 

PH: _____________________ EMAIL: ___________________________________ 

Life Memberships 
 

___ $500  Life Membership Individual   
___ $250    Life Membership Senior (65+) 
___ $600 Life Membership Family  
 

New Life Member Getaway Drawing - One Free Entry with new Life Membership  
 

SAM Marlin 45-70 # ______ of tickets at $10 each = $ ______  
 

Total: $ __________  Make checks payable to SAM. 
 

CC: _________-________-________-_________ Exp: _________ 

CC Billing Address: Check here if same as above ______ 

STREET: _________________________________________________________ 

CITY/TOWN: ________________________ STATE: ________ ZIP: ___________ 

The Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine (SAM) is a 501(c)  (3) organization founded in 1975 to promote conservation of Maine’s wildlife resources and 
advocate for hunters, anglers, trappers, and gun owners. Raffle winners are responsible for any taxes and transfer fees. 

(Image shown for illustration only) 

ORDER ONLINE (MAINE ONLY) 
WWW.SAMOFMAINE.ORG 

 
ORDER BY PHONE  

207-623-4589 

ORDER BY MAIL 
SAM 

205 CHURCH HILL ROAD 
AUGUSTA, MAINE 04330 

EXCLUSIVE RAFFLE FOR SAM LIFE MEMBERS  

Become a Life Member of SAM in 2026 and you’ll be  
be entered in our New Life Member Getaway Drawing!  
 

Enjoy a summer getaway at Macannamac 
Camps in the North Maine Woods valued 
at $1,980! 
 

HAYMOCK TWO STAY IS GOOD FOR FOUR DAYS/
THREE NIGHTS IN THE MONTHS OF JULY OR  
AUGUST (2027) FOR UP TO 12 PEOPLE.  

 Donated by Macannamac Camps  

www.macannamac.com 

MAINE GETAWAY RAFFLE FOR NEW LIFE MEMBERS 

Like most incredibly busy people, I some-
times catch myself looking at the calen-
dar and feeling a little startled at how fast 
the season is whipping by. We all do it, I 
suppose; we tie flies all winter, prep rods 
and reels and get brook fishing gear in 
order along with trolling setups, and then 
when prime fishing sets in, we get busy 
with our kids’ games, yard work, and a 
hundred other things — and then it’s time 
for bass fishing. We get out a few times, 
and the calendar silently yells at us that 
hunting season is just around the corner.

Of all the outdoor skills that we com-
pile, the most fleeting has to be marks-
manship. In the years I regularly tend to 
my duties at the shooting range, I step 
into the woods with the attendant con-
fidence that I can put a bullet where I 
need to in the moment of truth. Having 
that confidence from practice is critical 
to success.

A Fun Discipline
A friend of mine a told me some years 

back that not paying his dues in punch-
ing paper cost him a long track when 
he took a shot at a bounding deer and 
wounded it. He said the good news was 
that it only took him a couple of hours 
to track the wounded buck — luckily, he 
said, because he had a bit of tracking 
snow so the blood trail was easy to fol-
low — but it made for a long drag out of 
the woods when he was able to finish the 
job. “Never did that again,” he allowed. 
“It was tough on me, but tougher on the 
deer. I owed that critter a better shot.”

Along that line, this year I’ve made a 
point to get to the range on a regular rota-
tion. I only take my hunting rifle out for 
the last training; using a .22 rifle doesn’t 
build a flinch into my shooting, and it also 
gives me time to pick out the rifle I plan on 
using depending on whether I’m planning 
on using a stand, sitting at the base of a 
certain old white birch in central Han-
cock County, or hunting a familiar ridge 
in Penobscot County where I might need a 
longer shot. To those ends, I can pick from 
a sporterized SMLE Model 4 Mark I in .303 
British, a Savage in .308 Winchester, a 
Weatherby Vanguard in .30-’06, or a Mar-
lin lever action in .35 Remington. Hey, it’s 
good to have choices — but the prep with a 
.22 at a hundred yards makes them all so 
much more reliable.

When my daughter was home, we 
would jazz up range training by making 
it a bit of a competition. We would prac-
tice three shots at 25, 50 and 75 yards, 
and then we would take three shots 
apiece at 100 yards kneeling, sitting, and 
standing. We excluded prone positions 
because, really, who shoots from a prone 
position in the woods? Of course, no 
matter who had the higher score, it was 
always Dad who paid for the ice cream 
on the way home.

The long and short of it is that for 
those of us who love to shoot, adding a 

little fun to the afternoon just further 
incentivizes us to get the time in. It 
makes the best use of the flying calendar 
of the summer season when it’s too hot 
to fish, and when the moment of truth 
comes, we are able to give that critter the 
good shot it deserves.

Being a conservationist is a responsi-
bility, to be sure, but man, it’s also a lot 
of fun.

Matt Dunlap is a sportsman from Old Town, 
and among many other things, is a life 
member of SAM.
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Did You Know?
Maine Fishing Zones

NORTH ZONE COUNTIES
1 Aroostook
2  Penobscot north of 

Route 11 & 157
3 Piscataquis
4 Somerset
5 Franklin
6  Oxford north of the 

Androscoggin River

SOUTH ZONE COUNTIES
7  Oxford south of the 

Androscoggin River
8 York
9 Cumberland
10 Androscoggin
11 Kennebec
12 Sagadahoc
13 Lincoln
14 Waldo
15 Knox
16  Penobscot south of 

Route 11 & 157
17 Hancock
18 Washington

The North Zone contains 
an abundance
of wild and native 
coldwater fi sh 
populations.

The South Zone contains predominately 
stocked and/or warmwater fi sheries.
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SAM Fish & Game Club Network
SAM’s Fish & Game Club Network enables clubs to work with SAM on communication, partnerships, and sharing information on current events. We are proud to have these 
important partners and appreciate the work they do in their communities.

ATV Maine
Androscoggin Cty Fish & Game Assoc. – 
Auburn
Arnold Trail Sportsman’s Association – 
Sydney  Arnold Trail is a “Shotgun Only” Club, 
open to the public every Sunday from 10am to 
1pm. Celebrating 90 years of shotgun sports!
Aroostook County Conservation Association – 
New Sweden
Big Pine Gun Club – Guilford  For information, 
visit www.bigpinegunclub.org
Boothbay Fish & Game Club – Boothbay
Bowmantown Association – Topsham
Bucks Mills Rod & Gun Club – Bucksport
Calais Rod & Gun Club – Charlotte
Capital City Rifle & Pistol Club – Augusta
Carrabassett Valley Trappers – North Anson
Cumberland Rifle & Pistol Club – No. 
Yarmouth
Durham Rod & Gun Club – Durham  Open 
all year from 9AM to Sunset to members and 
guests. Trap and skeet ranges; Pistol Ranges at 
25 & 50 yards; Rifle Ranges at  50, 100 and 
200 yards. Fish pond and 3D Archery Range.

Falmouth Rod & Gun Club – Falmouth  Bring 
your shotgun and Try Trap Shooting at FR&GC. 
Open to all skill levels. Sundays at 10AM. 
Contact Bill at falmouthtrap7@gmail.com
Fryeburg Fish & Game – Fryeburg
George T. Files Post 20 Brunswick American 
Legion – Brunswick 
Kennebunk Fish & Game Club – Kennebunk
Knox County Fish & Game – Hope
Lake Thompson Fish & Game, Oxford
Lisbon Fish & Game Association
Maine Trappers Association
Maine Youth Fish & Game Association
Monmouth Fish & Game Association – 
Monmouth 
NAVHDA, Sebasticook Chapter
No. Berwick Rod & Gun – N. Berwick
Norway F&G – Norway  Contact for more 
information: npfg1970@gmail.com
Penobscot County Conservation Assoc. – 
Brewer
Phippsburg Sportsmen’s Association – 
Phippsburg

Pine Tree Rod and Gun Club – Westbrook
Pleasant River Fish & Game, Columbia
Presque Isle Fish & Game – Presque Isle
Rangeley Region Guides & Sportsmen’s 
Assoc. – Rangeley
Richmond Sportsman Association – Richmond
Royal River Rod & Gun Club – Gray   Meetings 
every 3rd Wednesday at 7PM.
Scarborough Fish & Game – Scarborough  The 
new Tactical Games focuses on accuracy, 
efficiency, and decision-making skills while 
under physical stress. Competitors engage in 
functional fitness challenges and exercise their 
practical marksmanship skills with a pistol 
and/or a rifle. Training and practice sessions 
are open to men and women and are held on 
Sundays from 1:30 to 4:30 p.m. rain or shine. 
Archery is back after a bit of an absence. 
The archery ranges are being tidied up and 
matches are being planned. More information 
is coming soon. Shotgun Sports (new shooters 
welcome) - Trapshooting is open Saturdays 
9 – 2 and Thursdays 4 – 8 pm and two Sundays 
a month, Skeet Shooting is open Sundays from 
10 – 3, Sporting Clays is open Sundays 9 – 2 

and Wednesdays 2 – 4. Check out our website 
and calendar at www.scarfg.org  for more 
information and contact numbers.
Sebago Lake Anglers Association - Naples
Skowhegan Sportsman’s Club – 
Skowhegan  For information, visit: www.
skowhegansportsmansclub.org
So. Berwick Rod & Gun Club – So. Berwick
Southern Maine Fish & Game – Kittery
Spurwink Rod & Gun Club – Cape Elizabeth
Standish Fish & Game - Standish
Waterford Fish & Game - Waterford
Waterville Beagle Club
West Gardiner Rod & Gun Club - W. Gardiner
Western Maine Fish & Game – Harrison
Wilton Fish & Game Association – 256 US Rt. 
2 West, Wilton   Monthly Meetings every 3rd 
Sunday.
Wiscasset Rod & Gun Club – Wiscasset
York County Fish & Game Club – Lyman

New York Houndsmen Conservation 
Association – Red Creek, NY
Woodville Rod & Gun Club – Woodville, MA
Vermont Trappers Association – Vernon, VT

Another fall is upon us and while hunters 
are looking forward, saltwater anglers 
are looking back on what was hopefully 
a successful season. Things were rela-
tively calm this year, which is always a 
good thing on the ocean. Nonetheless, 
SAM was vigilant in keeping our pulse 
on the “other” fishery.

In May, the Maine Department of 
Marine Resources issued three Notice 
of Agency Rulemaking Proposals. Chap-
ter 43 – Bluefish Recreational Bag Limit 
proposed to increase the bluefish pos-
session limit from 3 fish to 5 fish. Chap-
ter 52 – Mackerel Recreational Bag Limit 
proposed an increase in the mackerel 
possession limit from 20 fish to 25 fish. 
Chapter 34.06 – Haddock Recreational 
Size Limit would decrease the recre-
ational haddock minimum size limit 
from 18 inches to 17 inches.

These modifications were intended 
to align state regulations with changes 
adopted by the National Marine Fish-
eries Service (NMFS), the Mid-Atlantic 
Fishery Management Council (MAFMC) 
and the Atlantic States Marine Fisher-
ies Commission (ASMFC). They were 
based on the best available science and 
would allow additional fishing oppor-
tunity while maintaining catch limits 
within management plan objectives. 
SAM provided comment supporting all 
three actions, which were ultimately 
approved.

All three should be viewed as positive 
signs. The overall goal of marine fisheries 
management is to maximize sustainable 
yield — allowing the maximum level of 
harvest that can occur without nega-
tively impacting production or popula-
tion goals. Part of the process in deter-
mining allowable catch levels is a stock 
assessment. As recent assessment for all 
three species indicated that stocks were 
increasing, the agencies felt comfortable 
increasing total allowable catch. 

SAM also has a voice through rep-
resentation on the ASMFC Atlantic 

The Salty Side
Increased Opportunity for Saltwater Anglers
by Bob Humphrey

Striped Bass Advisory Panel. The stock 
is currently considered overfished but 
not experiencing overfishing. Through 
Addendum II to Amendment 7 of the 
Atlantic Striped Bass Fishery Manage-
ment Plan, ASMFC reduced commercial 
quota by 7%, retained the 28”-31” slot 
limit and allowed for filleting at sea pro-
vided racks are retained, among other 
things.

Recreational harvest and recre-
ational release mortality have declined 
significantly since 2022. Specifically, 
anglers harvested 1.4 million fish (11.2 
million pounds) in 2025. This decreased 

by 17% from 2024 by number, but 
increased 27% by due to more larger fish 
and fewer small fish in the population. 
Anglers released alive 11.7 million fish 
in 2025, a decrease of 39% from 2024. 
Of these, 1.0 million fish are assumed to 
have died.

Recruitment is an important vari-
able in stock assessment and most 
recent analysis shows low recruitment 
continues to be the case. The spawn-
ing stock biomass — adult breeding-age 
fish — appears to be healthy, but they 
just aren’t producing enough young to 
replace themselves in the population. 

Biologists are studying how variables 
like water temperature, salinity, pol-
lution and others might be impacting 
recruitment.

Capt. Bob Humphrey operates Sport-Ven-
tures charters, is President of the Casco 
Bay Bluefin Bonanza tuna tournament and 
serves on NOAA Fisheries Highly Migratory 
Species Advisory Panel and ASMFC Striped 
Bass Advisory Panel.

Big stripers were abundant along the coast of Maine this year but 
recruitment rates remain low.

Bluefish stocks appear to be recovering but the species remains rare 
in Maine waters.
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Androscoggin Lake compels attention 
now for one reason: algae. It is the largest 
lake-wide algae bloom in the State. The 
lake was green three out of the four most 
recent years. One year it was green until 
early December. 

The name has many meanings. 
One scholar counts 60 different spell-
ings. One meaning is “place where you 
smoke fish”. Another is “place where 
the river runs smooth after rocks.” It is 
said that Governor Andros, of the Plym-
outh Council gave it its name in the 17th 
century. The lake was settled at an early 
date, with Wayne settled before the Rev-
olution, and incorporated by 1798. The 
town has six neighboring towns, the 
largest sharing a lake boundary being 
Leeds, which lies on the west side of 
the lake, with about 2,400 population to 
Wayne’s 1,100.

Androscoggin Lake, at 4,020 acres, 
is the largest and most southerly of the 
lakes which form a continuous water-
shed along the aptly named 30 Mile 
River chain. The lakes include Kimball, 
Flying, Parker and David Ponds, Echo 
Lake, Lovejoy Pond, and Pocasset. Sev-
eral northern ponds are deep and pro-
vide good fishing for cold-water fish. 
Androscoggin now hosts five or more 
bass rodeos a year. Catches of brook or 
brown trout are now a rarity, believed 
to come down from above, because 
Androscoggin has no trout habitat. 
The lake is shallow, in contrast to other 

Androscoggin Lake and the 30 Mile River 
Watershed
by Lloyd C. Irland and Matt Scott

the flood control reservoir for Lewiston/
Auburn.

At one time, the 30-mile river pro-
vided employment in small factories 
powered by dams at the outlet of each 
lake. Most of the industrial develop-
ments above the confluence of the Dead 
River and the Lake and the river have 
disappeared, and this includes most 
of the paper mills. Rumford, owned by 

Source: 30 Mile River Association per DEP

MAINE OPERATION 
GAME THIEF (OGT)
Maine OGT is a program that asks the public to  
report known or suspected poaching violations. 

Maine OGT works very closely with the Maine Warden 
Service, the Maine Marine Patrol, and International Wildlife 
Crimestoppers. Covering the entire state is a big job, so these 
agencies request the public to also be eyes and ears for poaching wildlife activity. Violations or 
suspicious activity should be reported to 1-800-ALERT-US (1-800-253-7887).

Poaching is a serious and costly crime. Poaching robs sportsmen and sportswomen of fish 
and game, robs Maine businesses and taxpayers of hunting and fishing revenues, and robs all of us 
of the beauty of Maine’s wildlife. Also, the illegal introduction of non-native fish species in Maine 
has had, and will continue to have, disastrous effects on our native fisheries. Poachers also take 
endangered, threatened, and non-game species. 

To confidentially report acts of poaching, call the OGT Hotline, toll-free within Maine, at 1-800-
253-7887. (From out of state, call 207-287-6057.) Calls are received 24/7. It is important to 

note that callers do not have to reveal their 
names or testify in court. If a conviction 
results, a reward is available if previously 
requested. Rewards vary from $500 to $1,000, 
more in serious cases. All reward monies 
come from donations and fundraising. Often, 
a reward is not requested – most fish and 
wildlife enthusiasts just want the criminals 
caught!

How effective is Maine OGT? Do phone 
calls from the public lead to convictions? 
In addition to the numerous callers who did 
not want a reward, Maine OGT has paid 
thousands of dollars in rewards! Do the 
math! Your reports absolutely help Maine 
OGT’s mission of “Protecting All of Maine’s 
Natural Resources.”

Note from Greg Sirpis, Chairman of 
the Maine OGT Board of Directors:
I want to thank our incredible team, the OGT 
family. This group of dedicated volunteers 
consists of Board members, Unity students, 
Resource Council members, and others. I 
also want to thank the men and women of 
the Maine Warden Service and the Maine 
Marine Patrol. With your service and 
dedication to duty, you are the true heroes 
of the Maine outdoors. If you have any 
questions about our mission please email 
me at gregsirpis@roadrunner.com

Social icon

Rounded square
Only use blue and/or white.

For more details check out our
Brand Guidelines.

www.maineogt.org

lakes upstream. Also, it has a very small 
watershed compared to its surface area.

In 1940, Gerald Cooper, University 
of Maine Professor, in the first Survey of 
Androscoggin Lake, found it to be a mar-
ginal trout and salmon lake. Instead, it 
was a two-story fishery, warmwater and 
coldwater. 

In my (Matt’s) early work in 1963, I 
experienced the high-water levels and 
monitored the 1963 smelt runs. I saw 
how the high-water levels from the River 
influenced these small fish. They were 
spawning in the flooded shoreline vege-
tation, and eggs would hatch early. The 
fish would then recede as the water level 
dropped. Anglers were abundant, dip-
ping the fish for bait. As most folks know, 
smelts are excellent bait for salmon and 
trout. Androscoggin Lake was the very 
first lake in Maine where freshwater jel-
lyfish were documented. I made a full 
report of the discovery in the Spring 1963 
issue of Maine Fish and Wildlife maga-
zine. Since then, other lakes have made 
discoveries of the species. A very curious 
organism that is harmless to humans. 
They feed on very small plankton. 

The Dams
The key to the lake is its connection with 
the Androscoggin River. It is the only 
lake in Maine that has a reversing falls 
on its river. The mainstem was one of the 
most industrialized streams of the latter 
19th century. It was also until recently 

home to a series of major paper mills. In 
1930, a dam was built on the Dead River, 
which connects the lake to the river. 
This was because of an unusual feature: 
when the river is high, it flows into the 
lake, and when the river is low, it flows 
out of the lake. This dam was not built for 
flood control but simply to control the 
massive dose of pollution which came 
every spring. The aroma was intense. In 
fact, you could argue that the Lake was 
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Nine Dragons, a Chinese firm, is the last 
one. The concern now is with the quality 
of the water throughout the ecosystem. 

Water Quality
The 30 Mile River Watershed Association 
now has a small staff engaged in lake 
water monitoring, invasive plant survey 
and management, and public education. 
Especially, it works with local lake groups 
and property owners to reduce their 
impact on water quality. Due to the lon-
ger ice-free season, warm weather, and 
minimal inflows from the Dead River, in 
recent years the lake has endured severe 
algae blooms. In 2024, visibility was down 
to a minimum of one meter. This was 
especially concerning as there was little 
or no blooming in nearby lakes. Also, sev-
eral nearby lakes improved markedly in 
the same period. Year 2025 was illustra-
tive: the bloom lasted from Aug 5 to Nov 
23. The level of 2.0 is the definition of a 
bloom. The 30 Mile Association is coop-
erating with several local jurisdictions to 
conduct a detailed study of the lake and 
its quality problems. This is funded by 
several grants.

There are no two lakes alike in Maine, 
and Androscoggin Lake remains as an 
example. The lake is unique and prob-
lematic, having three sources of water-
laden inputs: (1) The lake has a very large 
drainage system with a flushing rate of 
one and one-half times per year. (2) It 
has an immediate shoreline drainage 
which is rather small. This makes runoff 
from non-point source pollution from 
immediate shoreline development and 
from inadequate septage systems more 
important, and (3) Annual flooding of 
the Androscoggin River that backs up 
into the lake with river-laden nutri-
ents. The lake’s deep basin of 36 feet has 
served as a sink of nutrients for centuries 
and now has reached its tipping point for 

algal blooms. Up until 2022, the Secchi 
Disk annual average for transparency 
was well below two meters (over 6 feet). 
Sediment core data reveals that the 
lake is prone to the release of phospho-
rus from the bottom sediments when 
it is anoxic due to hot weather, making 
it available to the invasive algal spe-
cies. The water quality needs signifi-
cant repair to bring the lake back to the 
quality it had before 2022. The Town of 
Wayne has established a Task Force to 
make residents aware of what has and is 
happening. Also, to coordinate with the 
30 Mile River Association and the State. 
With cooperation from landowners for 
reducing phosphorus levels, then per-
haps an Alum treatment of just the deep 
basin area of the lake would provide 
some rehabilitation. 

The association has installed a mon-
itoring buoy that tracks a number of 
variables at extremely fine time reso-
lution and reports the data to the Asso-
ciation promptly. This is not uncom-
mon in Maine but is a major asset for 
Androscoggin.

Land Use
Wayne and Leeds grew when they pros-
pered during the time of agricultural 
prosperity. Farming was fairly intense 

Androscoggin Lake and Pocasset Lake, Summer 2025. This condition caused loss of 
swimming and other water-related uses, and cost owners of rental properties their rents for 
a month or more. Other lakes are on the brink. Source: Androscoggin Lake Improvement 
Association.

for the time but low in yields. Wayne’s 
population grew until the 1920s to about 
double the current level today. A good 
deal of the land was farmed by 1880, 
and as manure began to be used on 
the farms, it became a hazard to water 
quality. This is because much of the ter-
rain is low and rolling. After about 1880, 
farming declined, and soon enough, the 
population did as well. Today only a few 
farms remain. Old maps and paintings 
show there was little shoreline devel-
opment. But by the early 70s, most of 
the buildable shoreline was lined with 
cottages. It is fortunate for water quality 
that a considerable portion of the lake-
front is marsh or otherwise unbuildable.

The watershed has finally been found 
by invasive plants. A stubborn occur-
rence of milfoil in the north cove was 
discovered and was treated in sum-
mer 2026 with herbicides. This was an 
extraordinary measure, as herbicide is a 
last-ditch approach. The herbicide appli-
cation followed several years of profes-
sional survey and removal.

Land Conservation
Maine’s land use laws came along too 
late to this region as most of the devel-
opable land was built up by 1980. This 
created the anomalous situation that the 
remaining tag ends of waterfront had to 
meet much larger lot sizes and use more 
costly means of waste disposal. It also 

means that public ownership and access 
is limited, and public ownership of lands 
is also limited. Several land units of local 
importance are found around the lakes, 
but in fact very little of shoreline is in 
conservation holdings now. The Kenne-
bec Land Trust does valiant duty, with 
small tracts scattered throughout the 
watershed. A gift to the Kennebec Land 
Trust of 100 acres in the Delta is import-
ant. The Highlands Land Trust also holds 
a significant parcel in the headwaters.

Conclusion
Androscoggin is one of the lakes in 
which eutrophication is most advanced. 
It is surprising as the blooms of the 
2020s capped a period of steady, if slow, 
improvement in water quality. Several 
nearby lakes which were notorious for 
their poor quality actually improved 
significantly. How much is due to inade-
quate town management of camp roads 
and old septic systems remains to be 
determined, but it is one thing that the 
various towns can address. The DEP list 
of threatened lakes now contains 170 
lakes. The Androscoggin experience 
shows that one cannot be too careful. It 
is troublesome that the land in the water-
shed is part of 6 towns, none of which 
has the capacity to handle the land use 
and septic regulation burdens that this 
problem of algae blooms in Androscog-
gin Lake presents.  ●
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
Sportsman’s Alliance of Maine
205 Church Hill Road, Augusta, ME 04330
www.samofmaine.org  •  207-623-4589

Name:������������������������������������������������
Address:����������������������������������������������
City, State, ZIP:�����������������������������������������
Phone:������������������������������������������������
Email:� �����������������������������������������������

Individual Memberships
o $25 Annual Individual/Family

o $40 2 Years Individual/Family

o $60  3 Years Individual/Family

o $100 5 Years Individual/Family

Senior Memberships
o �$20 Annual Senior (65+) 

Individual/Family

o �$35 2 Years Senior Individual/
Family

o �$50  3 Years Senior Individual/
Family

Life Memberships
o �$500 Life Membership Individual

o $250 Life Membership Senior

o $600 Life Membership Family

Youth Membership

o $10 �Annual Youth Membership — under 18 years old, will receive SAM 
membership card, SAM News, and decal. Does not include voting rights.

Youth Member Sponsor________________________________________
(must be a current SAM member)

Youth’s Name___________________________________DOB___________
Address______________________________________________________

Youth’s Name_________________________________________
DOB_________________________________________________
Address______________________________________________________

Other Memberships

o $25 �Annual Sportsman’s Club Membership — Includes 1 year 
membership for the organization as an entity. (Individual club members will 
need to purchase their own memberships.)

o $125 �Annual Business Membership — Includes 1 year SAM Membership, 
business listed in SAM News and on the SAM website

In addition to my membership dues, I would like to donate to:
$_ ____________  SAM’s General Fund — 501(c)(3)

$ _ ____________ SAM-ILA — 501(c)(4), not tax-deductible

Total Enclosed: $ _ ____________________________

VISA/MC/Discover #��������������������������������������

EXP _ _______________________ 3-digit code�����������������

SAM’s Mission Statement
Please review SAM’s Mission below and sign to acknowledge your support toward our 
mission and purpose:
• �To develop and provide information on wildlife resources, field sports and 

conservation programs that will benefit such resources, sports and programs.
• �To educate the public concerning the American heritage of hunting, trapping and fishing.
• �To promote and explain field sports, wildlife conservation and scientific wildlife 

management practices through literature, films, press, television, radio and electronic 
means such as email and website.

• �To defend and protect the right of law-abiding individuals to keep, use and bear firearms.

Signature� ���������������������������������������������

Sign here to confirm your support for SAM’s mission and purpose.
(Application is incomplete and will not be processed without signature)

Return to: SAM, 205 Church Hill Road, Suite 1, Augusta, ME 04330
Questions: 207-623-4589 or members@samofmaine.org

Are you a veteran?
o Yes
Branch of Service
�����������������������
Years of Service������������

Support Businesses That Support Maine Sportsmen

Great Northern Outfitters	 Allagash	 207-398-3330
ATV Maine	 Augusta	 207-316-4116
The Gun Shop	 Augusta	 207-621-0444
KAPs Electrical	 Bangor	 207-949-6797
Snowman Group	 Bangor	 207-848-7300
Hammond Lumber	 Belgrade	 207-495-3303
W.S. Emerson 	 Brewer	 207-989-3410
Maine Energy Marketers Association	 Brunswick	 207-729-5298
Calais Rod & Gun Club	 Calais
Johnson’s True Value	 Calais	 207-454-2551
Spurwink Rod and Gun Club	 Cape Elizabeth	
Bears Den Log Cabin Motel Restaurant & Tavern	 Dover-Foxcroft	 207-564-8733
C.B. Mattson, Inc.	 Farmingdale	 207-582-2297
Neilson’s Sporting Goods, LLC	 Farmingdale	 207-629-9163
Irving Woodlands	 Fort Kent	 207-834-5767
Glacier Wear	 Greenville	 207-695-0940
P.D.Q. Door Co., Inc. 	 Hampden	 207-947-1899
Maine Military Supply	 Holden	 207-989-6783
Island Falls Free-Wheelers ATV Club	 Island Falls 	 207-538-7774
Maine Upland Guide Service	 Jackman	 207-629-8297
Black Duck Realty	 Jefferson	 207-549-5657
F/V Nor’Easter	 Kennebunk	 207-450-1831
Kittery Trading Post	 Kittery	 888-587-6246
House in The Woods	 Lee	 920-517-6749
Whitney’s Tri-Town Marine	 Machias	 207-255-3392
Buckhorn Camps	 Millinocket	 207-723-1548
Loon Lodge	 Millinocket	 207-745-8168
Macannamac Inc.	 Millinocket	 207-307-2115
Lumbra Hardwoods	 Milo, ME	 207-943-7415
Thorough Building	 Morrill	 207-342-2543
North Berwick Rod & Gun Club	 N Berwick	 207-646-3472
S.P. Rankin	 New Portland	 207-628-4503
Mike Wainer Plumbing & Heating	 Norridgewock 	 207-397-2300
Reader Forest Management	 North Waterboro	 207-205-5917
Korner Store & Deli	 Oakland	 207-465-3292
OmniGraphique Designers	 Oakland	 207-465-9494
Olympic Awards and Recognition	 Oakland	 207-465-2600
Huber Resources Corporation	 Old Town	 478-971-4200
Old Town Trading Post	 Old Town	 207-827-7032
Carpet Services	 Portland	 207-772-6225
Longroad Energy	 Portland	 207-210-1175
Rockwood Bar, Grill Gas & Convenience Store	 Rockwood	 207-534-0204
T P Construction Inc	 Rockwood	 207-212-9646
Maine Comprehensive Pain Management	 Scarborough	 207-289-6726
Springvale Fish & Game	 Springvale
Mountain View Motel & Campground	 Stratton	 207-246-2033
Maine Coast Heritage Trust	 Topsham	 207-729-7366
United Ag & Turf	 Union, ME	 207-785-4464 
Touch of Gray Charters	 Waterboro	 207-641-0686 
SBS Carbon Copy	 Waterville	 207-873-7947
Silvex, Inc. 	 Westbrook	 207-761-0392
West Gardiner Fish & Game	 West Gardiner	 wgrgc@hotmail.com
West Gardiner Rod and Gun Club	 West Gardiner	 wgrgc@hotmail.com 
H.C.Haynes, Inc	 Winn	 207-736-3412
Ames True Value	 Wiscasset	 207-882-7710
Wiscasset Rod & Gun Club	 Wiscasset	
Findlay Engineering	 Yarmouth	 207-846-1465
Susanne Smith-Pinkham 

Starkweather & Shepley Insurance		  781-801-1569
Hull Forestlands Maine, LLC	 Pomfret Center, CT	 860-974-0127
Lake Manchaug Camping	 Douglas, MA	 508-476-2471
Latham Law Offices, LLC	 Reading, MA	 781-942-4400
Taft Family Logging Contractors 	 Island Pond, VT	 802-673-8099
Whitetails Unlimited	 Sturgeon Bay, WI	 920-743-6777
Smith and Wesson		  smith-wesson.com

M T M
& A G

UUUUUUUMMMMMM....

ATV   SSSSSSSSSS TTTTT MMMM
•Labeled ITS, club, & rail trails 
•Gas, parking, & repair shops

FFFFFFF DDDDD MMMM
•Hot spots, natural features, laws

NNNNN MMMMM WWWWW MMMM
•Fees, GPS campsite locations, •Fees, GPS campsite locations, 
boat launches, brook trout 
hotspots, paddle routes, natural 
landmarks

15%       FFFF SSSSSSSS 
                  : SAM
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SAM Business Member Showcase

SNOWMAN
group

PRINTING • MAILING • STATEMENT PRINTING • BANKING SUPPLIES

THE

 PRINTING       MAILING       STATEMENT PRINTING       BANKING SUPPLIES
Financial Services

1 Printer’s Drive, Hermon, ME 04401
1-800-675-7669

Rich Armstrong, President
rich@snowprint.com

1 Printers Drive • Hermon, ME 04401 • 207.848.7300 xt. 101 • Fax: 207.848.7400 • snowprint.com

6666558888  SSnnoowwmmaann  GGrroouupp  BBCC..ppddff,,  JJuunnee  2299,,  22001111,,  1100::5544::5533

A Native Maine Business  

CCaarrppeett  
SSeerrvviicceess  

 

CARPET CLEANING 
UPHOLSTERY CLEANING 
TILE & GROUT CLEANING 

www.carpetservices-me.com 

carpetservicesme@gmail.com  

CCaallll  oorr  TTeexxtt::  220077--777722--66222255  

 

Buy Sell Trade  New /Used Guns & Scopes 

NEILSON’S SPORTING GOODS, LLC 
Hamilton’s Gun Shop 

     726 Maine Avenue  
  Farmingdale, ME 04344 

Gary Hamilton, Owner 
(207)629-9163/9164 
Fax (207) 629-9164 

www.neilsonssportinggoods.com 

 hamiltongunshop.com 

By Cooper Firearm  
X WORLD RECORD 

25 
Hamilton 

HHuunnttiinngg  &&  FFiisshhiinngg  LLiieess  TToolldd  DDaaiillyy!!  

  

Visit the website and search by interest:

mainesportingcamps.com

Fly Fishing
Bird Watching
Biking
Canoeing
Cross-country Skiing

Bird Hunting
Deer Hunting
Hiking
Ice fishing
Kayaking

Moose Hunting
Photography
Rod & Reel Fishing
Snowmobiling
Wildlife Safaris

Adventures & Activities ForAll Ages

THE MAINE SPORTING
CAMPASSOCIATION
Experience Nature Good Food Historic Surroundings Outdoor Activities

Serving Sportsman for Over 150 Years.

45 Premier Locations in Maine’s 10 million acre forests!

Food, Lodging, and OutdoorAdventures.Pine Grove Lodge & Cabins

•  Directly on 400+ miles of 
ATV trails

• Covered storage if needed
• Campfire pit/Gas grill
• Fabulous Fishing in the area

• 12 person Hot-Tub
• Volleyball/Horseshoes
•  As low as $40/pp with 

breakfast!
• Family atmosphere

(207)672-4011 • www.pinegrovelodge.com
BINGHAM, MAINE

To receive email notices for important  
information & events, contact SAM and 

update your E-Mail address: 

220077--662233--44558899  
SSPPOORRTTSSMMAANN’’SS  AALLLLIIAANNCCEE  OOFF  MMAAIINNEE  

Member Services: members@samofmaine.org 

w w w. s a m o f m a i n e . o rg    
 

Ma ine’s  Most  Powerfu l  Advocate  
For  Sportsmen & Women!  



Youth Hunting and Fishing Gallery

www.samofmaine.org • facebook.com/Sportsmans-Alliance-of-Maine
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This page sponsored by

Got Photos?
Do you have any great photos of your kids hunting and fishing in Maine’s great out-
doors? We’d love to share them with other SAM members. Send them to us at mem-
bers@samofmaine.org. Photo Guidelines: Photos should be as big as possible. (We 
can always make them smaller, but making them bigger often reduces the quality so 
far that they are unprintable.) Please include your child’s name and age, where and 
when the photo was taken, and any story behind the photo. Thank You!

1.	 Everett (8) with his first ever American 
Shad, caught on a fly he tied that 
morning!

2.	 Oliver (6) catching smallmouth bass 
while we were out removing old tires 
from polluting Maine’s river. River 
restoration and catching fish!

3.	 Alice’s catch on the Androscoggin River.

4.	 Keegan on Damariscotta Lake in 
David’s boat.

5.	 Letty Sue with her biggest haul out of 
the Androscoggin river in Turner.

6.	 On a hot July day while fishing in Long 
Pond (Belgrade), Benjamin caught this 
nearly 7-pound bass on a peanut butter 
jelly senko. 
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